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IN  THIS  ISSUE 


GREAT  DOCUMENTATION  BEING  UNCOVERED  EVERY  DAY! 


No  Ray  Mercer  isn't  looking  for  a  payoff  from  Don  Carmody!  They  are 
enlightening  the  members  who  attended  the  Long  Beach  Expo  Society  meeting. 
See  story  inside. 
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Welcome  to  the  Commemorative  Trail  Winter  Issue  for  1989! 
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EDITORIAL  COMMENT 


by  Mike  Garofalo,  Newsletter  Editor,  LM-23,  NH 


Once  again,  hello  to  all  my  fellow  Society  members.  I  hope  that  all 
is  well  since  our  last  issue.  This  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail 
marks  the  second  issue  that  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  publishing.  At 
times  it  wasn't  really  ALL  pleasure,  but  I  hope  that  you  will  enjoy  it. 

I  want  to  personally  thank  all  of  you  for  your  comments  and  encouragement. 
That  certainly  makes  this  job  worthwhile.  This  issue  promises  to  be  a 
good  one  as  we  have  had  great  contributions  from  Frank  DuVall,  Ray  Mercer, 
Helen  Carmody,  Steve  Szenay,  our  many  letter  writers  and  of  course,  our 
President,  Don  Carmody.  All  of  these  people  have  greatly  contributed 
to  the  success  of  this  issue.  They  have  my  heartfelt  gratitude  for  making 
my  life  a  lot  easier. 


Is  there  something  that  YOU  would  like  to  see  here,  in  The  Trail? 

Do  you  know  a  story  about  a  hoard  of  certain  commems  that  we  would  find 
interesting?  Have  you  ever  seen  (or  do  you  own)  a  commemorative  holder 
that  has  not  been  featured  by  us?  Well,  what  are  you  waiting  for? 

Send  that  photo,  that  idea,  that  story  along  to  me  right  now.  We  really 
NEED  and  WANT  your  help.  Have  YOU  signed  up  any  new  members  yet  this 
year?  Have  YOU  made  a  little  contribution  to  this  non-profit  educational 
society  this  year?  Look,  I'm  not  your  conscience!  I  hate  begging  and 
pleading  with  you.  Please  do  a  little  something  to  help  the  Society  out. 

Do  it  today  and  YOU  will  feel  better  and  I  will  stop  nagging  you.  I 
hate  being  up  here  on  my  soapbox,  but  we  really  can  use  any  and  all 
help  -  financial,  literary,  whatever.  Well,  enough  of  this  guilt-trip. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  encourage  all  members  -  collectors,  investors 
and  dealers  -  to  attend  a  Society  meeting  whenever  you  are  at  a  major 
coin  show.  These  meetings  really  are  great!  They  are  educational  and 
enjoyable.  If  you  have  an  area  of  expertise  in  the  commemorative  field 
and  you  would  like  to  share  your  knowledge  with  us,  please  call  or  write 
to  me,  or  Don  Carmody,  or  Bob  Ball  or  Tom  Best  or  anyone  associated  with 
the  Society.  Hey,  you  may  be  our  next  "STAR"  of  the  Society.  Besides, 
it's  fun.  Come  to  a  meeting!  You  will  enjoy  it. 


And  now. 


the  Trail  begins 
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*  *  *  *  *  the  presidential  department 


«  *  V-  »  # 


by  Donald  L.  Carmody,  President,  R-8,  CA 


t 


Well,  here  we  are  halfway  through  the  Society's  sixth  year  of  operation 
and  my  first  tour  as  President.  In  our  second  and  third  years,  I  served  as 
Treasurer  and  assisted  the  Secretary  and  Newsletter  Editor  in  stuffing, 
stamping,  and  mailing  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL.  However,  for  this  club  year 
I  have  been  asked  to  assume  the  repsonsibi 1 ity  of  overseeing  the  best 
interests  of  the  SUSCC.  In  doing  so,  I've  gained  a  deeper  insight  into 
the  real  cooperation  needed  among  all  concerned  to  "keep  the  ball  rolling." 

In  my  first  Presidential  Department,  I  outlined  and  reported  on  each 
officer's  activities.  I  am  now  very  proud  to  advise  you  that  all  officers 
are  doing  their  very  utmost,  and  we  are  making  headway.  Pat  Best,  our 
Secretary,  is  becoming  comfortable  with  the  new  computer  and  doing  an 
excellent  30b.  Jim  Iacovo  has  had  an  independent  audit  done  of  the  Society's 
books.  It  shows  we  are  in  healthy  financial  condition  until  the  next 
pr inting-and-mai 1 ing  costs  come  due  for  the  Winter  198S  TCT  (the  issue 
you  are  currently  reading),  but  please  continue  your  efforts  for  membership 
recruitment!  Jim  has  also  discovered  a  less  expensive  source  for  an 
"official"  Society  pin,  and,  if  interest  is  still  shown,  we  will  discuss 
the  matter  further  at  our  Long  Beach  officer's  meeting.  Mike  Garofalo 
has  done  a  superb  job,  as  his  first  two  issues  of  our  newsletter  will 
testify!  Tom  Best  has  been  on  the  telephone,  at  all  meetings,  and  writing 
--  beating  the  drum  for  new  and  renewal  members  with  great  success. 

Paul  Green  and  Bob  Ball  have  been  in  continous  contact,  and  our  publicity 
and  programs  have  decidedly  benefited  from  their  efforts.  Anthony  Swiatek, 
Beth  Rosenblum,  Frank  DuVall,  and  Helen  Carmody  have  all  been  very  diligent 
in  representing  and  aiding  the  Society  in  their  respective  capacities. 

It  is  now  time  to  consider  your  choices  to  fill  all  of  these  positions 
for  the  1989-90  Club  Year.  All  nominations  must  be  in  the  next  issue  of  TCT, 
so  that  we  may  elect  officers  prior  to  the  August  ANA  Convention  in 
Pittsburgh.  Some  offices  would  benefit  by  reelection  of  the  present 
holder  due  to  experience  gained  and  the  value  of  continuity.  Others  can 
benefit  by  the  infusion  of  new  blood  --  especially  from  collectors.  I  will, 
as  President,  continue  to  work  earnestly  until  August  1989  but  will 
definitely  not  be  a  candidate  for  reelection,  as  I  can  think  of  several 
members  who,  I  feel,  can  bring  innovative  ideas  and  vital  energy  to  the 
position.  Enough  said! 
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Now  I  do  have  one  thought  that  I  believe  would  make  for  a  better 
Society.  Our  club  would  be  all  the  richer  if  there  were  at  least  two 
members  nominated  for  each  office.  Some  present  officers  will  decline  to 
seek  reelection,  as  I  have,  BUT  this  is  not  —  and  should  not  —  be  taken 
as  a  precedent  for  ALL  our  1988-89  officers.  Some  of  them  should  be,  and 
will  be,  willing  to  be  reelected.  I  am  quite  sure  that  somewhere  between 
Alaska  and  Florida  and  between  New  England  and  Hawaii  that  at  least  two 
members  are  qualified  and  desirous  to  do  each  job.  DO  NOT  BE  MODEST!  If 
you  think  you  can  help  our  Society,  SAY  SO  and  RUN  FOR  OFFICE.  You  DO  NOT 
have  to  wait  for  the  official  nomination  form!  Just  drop  a  note  to  Pat  Best 
or  me,  and  we  will  see  each  one  is  properly  processed. 


In  closing,  may  I  implore  every  one  of  you  to  put  on  his  or  her 
thinking  cap  and  get  in  those  nominations.  Our  Society  —  our  very 
survival  --  depend  on  YOU! 
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*  *  *  *  *  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT'S  OFFICE  *  *  *  *  * 
by  Tom  Best,  Vice  President,  R-81,  CA 


I  received  in  the  mail  the  other  day  an  auction  catalog  from  one  of 
the  well-known  coin  auction  firms.  Its  upcoming  coin  auction  to  be  held 
at  a  regional  coin  show  will  be  strictly  a  SLAB  auction.  Every  coin  in 
the  sale  is  graded  and  slabbed  by  PCGS,  NGC  or  what -have-you .  The  so-called 
auction  catalog  contains  not  one  single  picture,  description  or  comment  on 
the  individual  lots.  The  catalog  consists  of  page  after  page  of  lot 
numbers ,  followed  by  the  grading  service  and  the  slabbed  grade .  For 
example : 


“Lot  #37  -  PCGS  MS-64  -  $10.00  Indian 

Lot  #38  -  NGC  MS-64  -  $10.00  Indian" 

Exciting  catalog,  I  thought!  For  years  I  received  beautiful  catalogs 
from  such  firms  as  Bowers  &  Merena,  Mid-American  and  others.  These 
beautiful,  descriptive,  informative  and  educational  catalogs  have  always 
helped  educate  as  well  as  give  a  fairly  thorough  description  of  the  coin 
lots.  I  think  how  lucky  we  are  to  belong  to  an  organization  which  truly 

enjoys  looking  at  and  studying  coins.  We  may  be  old-fashioned  but  I 

still  feel  the  real  joy  of  collecting  is  in  the  actual  contact  with  the 
coin.  I  like  to  see  what  I'm  going  to  buy  and  what  I'm  asked  to  buy.  We 
all  know  that  no  two  coins  are  alike.  Our  meetings  and  The  Commemorative 
Trail  are  designed  specifically  for  the  purpose  of  education  of  the  various 
character ist ics  of  our  coins.  I  feel  sorry  for  those  whose  only  exposure 
to  coins  are  sterile  auctions  where  your  only  concern  is  what  someone 
else's  opinion  is  of  your  coin.  I  dont  think  that's  what  the  hobby  is 
all  about.  It  certainly  isnt  for  me  nor  do  I  believe  to  be  for  the 
members  of  our  Society.  Keep  looking  at  those  coins! 


Tom  Best 


THE  SECRETARY'S  CORNER 


*  *  I*  *  * 


*  *  * 


by  Pat  Best,  Secretary,  R-1000,  CA 


It  really  shows  that  with  all  the  new  members  that  have  come  into 
the  Society  since  the  last  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail,  that  the 
membership  drive  is  really  working.  Because  of  the  amount  of  new 
memberships  and  the  limited  space,  I  am  only  able  to  list  the  sponsor 
and  the  amount  of  people  they  had  sponsored.  They  are: 


Don  and  Helen  Carmody 

-  R-7  and  R-8,  CA 

--26 

members 

Richard  Pandolfo 

-  LM -11,  MA 

--  6 

members 

Michael  Garofalo 

-  LM-23,  NH 

--  5 

members 

William  Tonnsly 

-  R- 121 1 

2 

members 

Ray  Mercer 

-  R -20 ,  CT 

1 

member 

Edward  Seaman 

-  R - 1 364 

1 

member 

Bob  Wilhite 

-  R-264 

1 

member 

Tom  Culhane 

-  R- 1 103 

--  1 

member 

Welcome!  Lets  all  try  to  get  at  least  one  new  member  before  the  next 
issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail. 


Donations.  Thank  you  for  all  your  donations.  Every  little  bit  helps. 

DONATIONS 


MEMBER 


MEMBERSHIP  # 


$1.00  to  $24.99 


William  Subbrink  R-64 
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$100.00  and  over 


Hans  Baumgartner 
Donald  Carmody 
Michael  Garofalo 


R-481,  CA 
R-7,  CA 
LM - 23 ,  NH 


Member  Mitchell  Yee,  R-1061,  CA,  had  the  winning  bid  on  the  1988 
Olympic  Silver  Dollar,  donated  by  Michael  Garofalo,  LM-23,  NH,  and 
autographed  by  the  designer,  member,  Patricia  L.  Verani.  This  was 
described  and  offered  in  the  last  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail.  I 
sure  do  hope  that  you  enjoy  it. 

If  you  have  any  comments,  suggestions  or  articles  that  would  be  of 
interest  to  the  other  members,  please  dont  hesitate  to  send  them  in  for 
publication  in  future  issues  of  The  Commemorative  Trail. 


(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Thank  you,  Pat!  You  know  I  just  wanted  to  say  that  we 
all  owe  Pat  a  great  deal  of  gratitude  for  all  of  the  work  that  she  must 
do  to  keep  the  "Society  running".  Thanks,  Pat!  And,  oh  yes,  a  Pan-Pac 
$50.00  gold  coin  replica  will  be  sent  out  to  Don  and  Helen  Carmody  and 
to  Dick  Pandolfo  for  signing  up  at  least  3  new  members.  The  1st  20  members 
to  do  so  will  each  receive  one  of  these  replicas,  with  my  compliments. 

Just  another  benefit  to  Society  membership.  SIGN  UP  THOSE  NEW  MEMBERS!) 
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THE  PROGRAM  CARD 


*  *  *  *  * 


by  Robert  M.  Ball,  Program  Chairman,  P-157,  RI 


The  featured  speaker  at  the  ANA  Mid-Winter  Convention  (March  3-5, 

1389)  to  be  held  at  the  Broadmoor  Hotel,  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado, 
will  be  dealer.  Society  member,  and  former  Society  officer,  Mike  Fuljenz. 
Our  meeting  will  be  on  Saturday,  March  4,  1989,  at  9  AM. 

The  featured  speaker  at  the  Central  States  Convention  (April  20-23, 
1989)  to  be  held  in  Overland  Park,  Kansas,  will  be  author,  dealer,  member 
and  former  Society  officer,  Anthony  Swiatek.  This  meeting  will  be  on 
Saturday,  April  22,  1989  at  9  AM. 

The  featured  speaker  at  the  ANA  Annual  Convention  (August  9-13,  1989 ) 

to  be  held  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  will  be  author , dea ler ,  member  and 
former  newsletter  editor,  Ray  Mercer.  This  meeting  will  be  held  on  Saturda 
August  12,  1989  at  9  AM. 

We  are  still  holding  the  Long  Beach  Expo  (June  1-4,  1989)  meeting 

open  for  Elizabeth  Jones  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  in  the  event  that  she  is 
able  to  come  to  the  Expo. 

Please  try  to  attend  as  many  of  these  educational  and  entertaining 
meetings  as  you  can.  You  will  enjoy  them! 


*  *  *  *  *  THE  PUBLICITY  BOARD  ROOM  ***** 

by  Paul  M.  Green 

Sorry!  As  of  the  publication  deadline  date, 
report  had  been  received.) 


(EDITOR'S  NOTE: 


no 


*  *  *  *  *  ANA  CLUB  REPRESENTATIVE  REPORT  *  *  *  *  * 

by  Frank  Du  Vail,  R-l,  AL 

LM-1,  AL 


I  read  with  great  interest  -  and  great  appreciation  -  the  excellent 
article  "The  Lafayette  Dollar"  by  Tom  Culhane,  R-1103,  NJ  in  the  Fall  '88 
issue  of  TCT.  Tom  is  to  be  congratulated  on  such  a  marvelous  find,  and  for 
his  historical  research,  and  for  sharing  the  good  news  with  society 
members.  I  own  a  somewhat  proof-like  Lafayette  Dollar  and  look  forward 
to  the  time  that  I  might  view  the  coin  that  Tom  writes  about.  It  is  finds 
such  as  Tom's  that  add  immense  pleasure  to  Commemorative  coin  collecting. 


For  some  time,  I  have  speculated  on  the  events  that  actually  took 
place  during  the  Lafayette  Dollar  striking  on  December  14,  1899.  To  set 

the  stage  for  what  follows,  reference  is  made  to  the  following  excerpts 
from  Tom  Culhane's  article: 


The  Chicago  Record  of  June  20,  1899  reported  the  following: 

"Engravers  will  soon  commence  the  preparation  of  **  a  »*  die 
for  the  Lafayette  souvenir  coin. ..."  and  "As  soon  as  it  is 
known  that  they  have  given  it,  the  engravers  at  the  mint  will 
undertake  the  preparation  of  **  a  **  die  and  have  it  ready  within 
2  months.  The  coins  can  then  be  struck  in  a  day..."  and  "The 
100th  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Washington,  Friday,  December 
14,  1899  was  chosen  as  the  appropriate  date  to  strike  the  50,000 

Lafayette  Dollars  and  the  first  was  struck  at  exactly  11:15  AM..." 
and  "The  coin  press  was  an  old  one  in  the  mint  ..."  and  "The 
press,  turning  out  80  coins  a  minute  completed  the  entire  issue 

on  Friday . "  and  finally  "Anthony  Swiatek,  who  was  not 

entirely  convinced  that  it  is  the  number  two  coin  did  verify  that 
the  die  combination  is  correct  so  that  it  could  possibly  be  the 
second  piece.  If  it  had  been  one  of  the  other  die  combinations, 
right  away  the  story  would  not  hold  up."  End  of  quotes. 


The  fact  that  the  newspaper  accounts  consider  only  **  one  **  die  and 
» »  one  **  press  is  somewhat  incompatible  with  the  fact  that  at  least  3 
obverse  dies  and  4  reverse  dies  were  used.  C  By  way  of  digression,  and  to 
explain  why  50,000  coins  were  struck  and  only  36,026  are  noted  in  the 
literature,  we  have  the  interesting  story  that  14  bags  (14,000  coins) 
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Lat  i  y  it  t  e  Do  1  1  l  s  were  Jrr  covered  al  the  mint  in  1945.  Before 
a  "purchase-type"  telegram  ±  r  om  Aubrey  Beebe  could  trickle  down  channels 
at  the  mint,  the  1  -1 , 0  0  0  coins  were  melted.  What  is  so  exciting  about  the 
melt  is  speculation  of  how  many  of  each  variety  were  actually  melted, 
and  -  could  there  have  been  other  die  varieties,  none  of  which  survived?] 


Several  questions  now  arise:  "Why  was  not  a  master  die  -  hub  -  die  proces 
used?"  and  "Why  were  so  many  dies  hand  cut?".  Since  all  the  coins  were 
to  be  struck  in  one  day,  did  mint  officials  want  to  be  certain  that 
enough  dies  would  be  on  hand  in  case  early  dies  would  break?  If  only 
one  press  was  to  be  used  and  could  only  produce  80  coins  per  minute,  it 
is  mathematically  sound  to  assume  that  the  50,000  coins  would  take  over 
10  hours  (at  4800  per  hour)  ,  assuming  there  were  no  problems.  Since 
the  first  coin  was  not  struck  until  11:15  AM,  this  means  that  the  single 
press  striking  would  ensue  to  at  least  9:15  PM.  It  is  not  too  logical 
to  me  that  mint  officials  would  wish  to  gamble  on  achieving  a  perfect 
schedule  (much  less  working  into  the  night  on  a  single  issue). 


My  speculation  (and  it  is  only  speculation)  has  been  that  several 
dies  were  cut  in  anticipation  that  several  presses  would  be  used  in 
parallel  to  insure  that  all  of  the  coins  could  be  struck  in  a  single  day. 
The  fact  that  I  have  not  seen  any  "broken  die"  coins  (they  could  have 
been  destroyed)  could  support  the  parallel  striking  theory.  Further, 
since  only  50,000  coins  were  to  be  struck,  it  appears  logical  that  only 
one,  or  two,  and  certainly  not  more  than  three  dies  would  have  been 
adequate  for  a  sequential  (broken  die)  striking. 


One  could  further  speculate  about  whether  the  "ceremonial"  coins 
were  struck  during  the  public  ceremony,  and  others  were  struck  in  another 
area  either  simultaneously  or  later.  This,  too,  could  have  a  bearing  on 
which  of  the  die  combinations  were  "right"  for  the  Tom  Culhane  coin 
to  be  the  second  coin  struck.  As  it  stands,  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 
leans  in  Tom  Culhane's  favor. 


In  summary,  despite  the  newspaper  accounts,  there  is  enough  evidence 
to  speculate  that  the  mint  may  have  operated  differently  from  the  news 
articles.  Hopefully,  new  evidence  will  appear  to  clarify  the  questions 
raised  above. 


This  is  another  quest! 


*  -  CLUB  NEWS 


*  * 


*  *  # 


»  » 


We  have  just  a  few  items  for  this  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail 
of  Club  News  that  I  thought  you  would  find  interesting.  They  are: 


1.  Mary  Leeuw,  R-800,  FL ,  has  been  elected  FUN  (Florida  United 
Numismatists)  First  Vice  President.  Congratulations,  Mary. 


2.  Ralph  Langham,  R-49,  CT ,  announced  his  candidacy  for  the  ANA 
Board  of  Governors.  Good  luck,  Ralph! 


3.  Don  and  Helen  Carmody,  R  7  and  R-8,  CA,  will  be  the  guest  speakers 
st  the  March  California  State  Numismatic  Association  Symposium 
at  Fullerton's  Griswold  Inn.  Knock  them  dead  Helen  and  Don! 


*  *  *  *  »  MISSING  IN  ACTION  *  *  *  *  * 


The  following  members 
given  us  a  new  forwarding 


have  changed  their  addresses  and  have  not 
address.  Does  anyone  know  their  whereabouts? 


1.  Keith  Williamson,  of  Costa  Mesa,  California 


2.  Fred  Lewis,  of  Pomona,  California. 


3.  Robert  Chramosta,  of  Clarendon  Hills,  Illinois. 


4.  Davis  L.  Butler,  of  Houston,  Texas. 


Please  help  us  find  these  missing  members.  Thank  you! 
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I  would 
with  your  id 
sha 1 1  grow  a 
So ,  come  on ! 
state  of  Ill 
was  prompted 
cons 1 der i ng 
away,  Steven 


like  to  thank  all  of  you  who  took  the  time  to  write  to  mo 
eas,  comments  and  even  your  complaints.  This  is  how  we 
nd  prosper  as  a  society.  We  all  benefit  from  the  exchange. 

Lets  hear  from  YOU!  Our  first  letter  comes  from  the  great 
inois,  written  by  Steven  Soprych ,  R-1311,  IL.  Steven's  letter 

by  Col.  James  Young's  letter  in  our  last  issue,  regarding 
Philippine  coinage  as  U.S.  Commemorative  coinage.  Take  it 


"If  we  are  to  look  at  the  1936  Philippine  Commemorative  series  as  a 
legitimate  addition  to  the  established  regular  issues  set,  we  have  to 
prove  that  these  coins  are  truly  U.S.  commemor a t i ves .  The  event  which 
they  commemorate,  the  bestowing  of  Commonwealth  status  upon  a  U.S. 
territory,  highlights  the  fact  that  the  Philippines  were  still  under 
the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  and  not  yet  an  independent  nation. 
Coined  at  the  newly  opened  and  modern  Manila  Mint,  it  is  important  to 
note  that  the  U.S.  Mint  Engineer,  Clifford  Hewitt,  was  responsible  for 
supervising  its  set  up.  If  one  can  conclude  that  this  involvement 
demonstrates  U.S.  sanction  for  the  Manila  Mint  to  strike  coins,  without 
any  formal  authority  to  do  so,  these  coins,  in  effect,  could  be  considered 
U.S.  Territorial  coinage.  Being  commemorat i ves ,  these  pieces  would  indeed 
be  very  unique.  While  I  may  have  not  proven  conclusively  that  the 
Philippine  commemorative  series  are  U.S.  commemor at i ves  and  worthy  for 
inclusion  with  our  regular  issues,  the  decision  to  collect  the  series 
should  be  an  individual  decision.  They  can  be  a  fulfilling  adjunct  to 
one's  collection,  since  they  represent  an  event  in  the  longstanding  ties 
we  have  shared  with  the  Philippines. 

I  like  the  idea  of  using  The  Commemorative  Trail  as  a  forum  for  any 
unresolved  issues  collectors  may  encounter  with  this  series.  I'm  sure 
that  from  the  SUSCC  membership's  wide  range  of  knowledge  and  experiences, 
the  gaps  which  exist  in  the  current  body  of  literature  will  be  closed 
once  and  for  all. 
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I  hope  I  have  contributed  something 
am  unable  to  attend  the  meetings  at  the 
upon  The  Commemorative  Trail  to  provide 
membership  more  meaningful.  Take  care." 


to  our  organization.  I,  like  many, 
various  major  shows  and  must  rely 
news  of  Society  activities  and  make 


Sincerely,  Steven  W.  Soprych,  R-1311,  IL 


EDITOR  S  REPLY.  First,  Steven,  thank  you  for  taking  the  time  and  trouble 
to  post  your  thoughts  on  to  me.  It's  great  to  see  that  Col.  Young's 
letter,  in  our  last  issue  of  TCT,  caused  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  a 
topic  that,  quite  frankly,  not  too  many  of  us  have  even  considered.  Do 
YOU  think  it's  a  good  idea  to  add  these  coins  to  our  sacred  commem  sets? 
Secondly,  Steven,  you  are  correct.  The  Commemorative  Trail,  IS  a  forum 
for  the  entire  membership  to  freely  utilize  to  whatever  degree  pleases 
them  --  sharing  their  thoughts,  comments  and  ideas.  It  is  easy  to 
forget  that  and  "let  the  other  guy  do  the  writing".  But  that  is  NOT  what 
we  are  all  about.  Finally,  I  think  the  idea  of  an  SUSCC  literary  award  is 
GREAT!  I  heartily  endorse  anything  that  will,  hopefully,  generate  some 
additional  literary  contributions.  Hey,  DON  CARMODY,  what  do  you 
think?  What  do  the  other  officers  and  members  think?  One  more  thing,  this 
should  NOT  become  so  sophisticated  that  only  the  "professional"  writers 
can  apply.  I  firmly  believe  that  ALL  literary  submissions  should  be  judged 
on  their  own  merits,  not  on  literary  perfection.  Well,  members,  speak  up! 
Tell  us  what  you  think! 


Our  next 
where  member 


letter  comes  from  the  Golden  Gate  city  of  San  Francisco, 
Mitchell  Yee  writes.... 


"You  asked  for  suggestions  for  the  newsletter,  "the  Commemorative 
Trail"  : 

"I  cannot  attend  all  of  the  Society's  meetings,  yet  I  am  very 
interested  in  the  proceedings  that  have  occured.  Could  we  get  some  of 
the  regular  attendees  (perhaps  one  of  the  officers?)  to  record  the 
proceed ings  and  discussions?  Maybe  we  could  record  the  meetings  with  a 
tape  recorder  and  ask  that  some  volunteer  (such  as  myself)  to  transcribe 
those  tapes  for  the  newsletter. 

Details  for  the  transcription/recordings:  get  each  speaker  to  identify 
themselves  so  we  can  produce  a  record  that  makes  sense." 

Sincerely,  Mitchell  A.  Yee,  R-1061,  CA . 


16. 


EDIIOR'S  REPLY:  Thanks  for  the  letter  Mitchell.  Presently,  to  the  best 
oi  my  knowledge  the  only  record  of  what  transpires  during  our  meetings 
is  kept  by  Helen  Carmody,  who  writes  her  reviews  of  our  meetings  at  the 
various  shows,  and  possibly,  by  the  participants  themselves.  Is  there 
enough  interest  out  there  by  the  membership  to  warrant  recording  our 
proceedings?  LET  US  KNOW!!! 


Our  next  letter  comes  from  Houston,  Texas  from  member,  Rick  Wilcox. 
He  wr i tes . 


"I'm  a  fairly  new  member  to  our  Commemorative  Society  and  commemorat i ves 
are  my  favorite!  I'm  completing  a  type  set  of  U.S.  commemorat i ves  of  MS63 
or  better. 


The  Fall  88  issue  of  The  Commemorative 
received  to  date.  I  especially  enjoyed  the 
and  Mr.  Culhane'a  article  on  the  Lafayette 


Trail  was 
interview 
Dol lar . 


the  best  issue  I  have 
with  Patricia  Verani 


I  have  had  an  interest  in  commemorati ves  for  a  number  of  years.  I 
received  my  first  commemorative  half  back  during  the  1950s.  It  was  during 
that  time  that  I  got  a  complete  roll  of  BU  1952  G.W.C.  and  B.T.W.  halves 
from  a  local  bank.  I  kept  this  roll  for  a  couple  of  years  before  sellinq 
it  for  $12. 


In  the  early  1960s,  I  obtained  a  few  commemorat i ves  and  it  was  at  that 
time  I  started  to  recognize  the  low  mintages  of  some  of  these  commemorati ve 
coins.  It  was  during  this  time  that  I  received  an  attractive  Oregon 
Trail  and  Texas  half.  I  now  consider  these  two  commemorati ves  the  most 
attractive  ones,  with  the  Texas  half  being  my  favorite. 

What  would  I  like  to  see  in  The  Commemorative  Trail?  How  about  the 
f ol lowing : 

1.  An  article  as  to  why  the  Missouri  2x4  and  Grant  Star  halves,  in 
mint  condition  have  not  increased  in  value  during  the  last  couple  of 
years. 

2.  Short  stories  from  the  readers  as  to  why  they  like  commemorati ves, 
their  favorites,  their  collecting  objectives  and  how  they  got  started 
with  coin  collecting. 

3.  How  to  get  a  copy  of  Jim  Iacovo's  commemorative  book. 

4.  Listing  of  commemorative  coins  legislation  updates. 

5.  Advertising. 


17  . 


I  have  prepared  a  listing  of  comiaemorativea  in 
issuance  dates.  This  listing  includes  the  mintages 
name.  If  you  desire  a  copy  of  this  listing,  let  me 
you  a  copy  of  it. 


sequence  of  their 
and  the  designer's 
know  and  I  will  send 


May  1989  be  the  best  year  to  date,  for  the  Society! 
Yours  truly,  Rick  Wilcox." 


EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Thanks,  Rick.  Your  personal  numismatic  history  was  very 
entertaining.  It  would  be  very  interesting  if  more  members  told  us  how 
they  got  started  in  collecting  or  dealing  in  commemorative  coins.  Wouldn't 
each  of  us  like  to  buy  that  BU  roll  of  GWC-BTWs  commems  today  for  only 
$12.00???!!!  Regarding  your  questions,  the  quick  answer  to  question 
number  1,  about  the  Grant  Star  and  the  Missouri  2x4  half  dollars  may  be 
that  although  these  coins  are  genuinely  scarce  coins,  they  have  not 
increased  in  value  in  the  low  mint  state  ranges  (MS60  to  MS63).  The 
focus  of  the  entire  coin  market  over  the  last  few  years  has  been  on 
quality  rather  than  scarcity,  although  the  combination  of  those  two 
elements  is  what  is  driving  the  market  today.  So,  I  did  a  little  research 
to  back  up  that  statement.  In  the  April  21,  1978  issue  of  the  Greysheet 

(Coin  Dealer  Newsletter)  the  prices  for  an  MS60  and  MS65  Grant  Star 
commem  were  $360.00  in  MS60  and  $455.00  in  MS65.  In  the  January  4, 

1985  issue  the  prices  for  the  Grant  Star  were  $500.00  in  MS60  and 
$5,000.00  in  MS65 !  Quite  an  increase  in  MS65  grade  but  not  in  MS60 
grade.  The  February  19,  1988  issue  confirms  that  fact.  The  MS60  price 

has  increased  to  $690.00  while  the  MS65  price  is  a  whopping  $10,800.00! 

The  prices  for  the  Missouri  2x4  have  also  increased  in  a  similar  fashion. 
What  this  is  telling  us  is  that  MS65  coins  have  increased  in  price, 
either  through  promotion  or  through  natural  occurence  due  to  their  scarcity 
at  a  much  faster  rate  than  MS60  coins.  Does  that  mean  we  should  all 
only  collect  or  deal  in  MS65  specimens?  Of  course  not!  Are  MS60  prices 
cheap  in  comparison  to  where  they  were?  Probably,  but  the  purpose  of 
The  Commemorative  Trail  is  NOT  to  tell  you  which  coins  to  buy  or  sell 
or  what  is  "poised  for  a  spectacular  market  gain"  to  use  some  investment 
hype  that  we  all  have  read.  Our  purpose  is  to  inform,  educate  and  entertain. 
I  think  your  second  item  is  great.  Yes,  let's  hear  from  the  members 
about  how  they  got  started.  If  there  is  enough  interest,  we  can  institute 
a  regular  department  and  publish  these  stories  in  every  issue.  But  we 
cant  do  it  unless  YOU  write  to  me  and  tell  me  YOUR  story.  Your  third 
item  should  be  responded  to  by  Jim  Iacovo.  JIMMY,  can  you  enlighten  us 
about  the  availability  of  your  work?  Jim's  response  will  be  printed  in  a 
future  issue.  Item  4  poses  some  problems  for  us,  since  we  publish  only 
4  times  a  year.  Perhaps  we  should  let  the  trade  publications  (Coin  World, 
Numismatic  News,  etc.)  handle  those  items.  If  anyone  would  care  to 
write  a  story  about  pending  or  approved  legislation,  I  would  certainly 
publish  it.  As  for  item  5,  I'm  afraid  that  I,  and  most  other  members,  would 
prefer  NOT  to  see  any  advertising  in  TCT.  This  Society  was  founded  on  the 
principles  of  education  and  entertainment.  Advertising  "pays  the  freight" 
at  Coin  World,  Numismatic  News  and  The  Numismatist  and  they  have  to 
always  consider  the  valuable  relationship  with  their  advertisers.  We  are 
under  no  such  constraints.  We  operate  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
membership.  I  like  it  that  way.  I  think  most  of  us  do  too!  Yes,  Rick, 
please  send  a  copy  of  your  commemorative  listing  by  issuance  dates, 
along  to  me  for  publication  in  a  future  issue  of  TCT. 


18  . 


who 


•last  but  certainly  not  leant, 
wishes  only  to  be  identified  a 


our  final  letter'  comes  from  a  gentleman 
R  1550,  CA.  He  writes . 


"An  open 


letter  to  Ray 


Mercer  from 


a  Commemorative  novice: 


As  a  relative  newcomer  to  collecting  mint  state  coins,  I  need  all 
the  help  I  can  get.  I've  bought  the  books  and  found  that  Swiatek/Breen 
borders  on  the  mysterious,  Slabaugh  is  truly  historical,  and  Taxay  is 
weii  lettered.  When  I  joined  SUSCC,  I  was  also  fortunate  enough  to  obtain 
volumes  1  and  of  your  Buyer's  Guide".  Those  two  pamphlets  have  been 
a  much  better  investment  than  some  of  my  numismatic  purchases.  I  would 
like  to  thank  you,  Ray,  for  your  diligence  and  effort  of  behalf  of 
collectors  such  as  myself. 


(For  those  who  have  not  seen  "A  Buyer's  Guide",  it  is  an  issue  by 
issue  analysis  of  the  Commemorative  Series  with  special  emphasis  on 
striking  characteristics,  types  of  luster,  where  to  look  for  detracting 
marks,  and  what  type  of  toning  to  expect.) 

It  is  regrettable  that  all  members  of  the  Society,  especially  the 
new  members,  do  not  have  access  to  these  Guides,  as  they  are  out  of 
print  and  virtually  unavailable.  And  that  is  the  purpose  of  this 
dissertation:  Ray  would  you  give  SUSCC  permission  to  reprint  Volume  1 
of  che  "Buyer's  Guide"  and  Volume  2  if  necessary,  on  a  low-profit  basis, 
for  the  benefit  of  members  of  the  Society?  The  printing  could  be  done 
by  the  same  person  who  handles  the  duplication  and  distribution  of  the 
back  issues  of  TCT .  And  a  small  surcharge  of,  appropriately,  a  half" 
dollar  per  reprint  over  the  actual  printing  and  shipping  charges  could 
accrue  to  the  Society  to  help  defray  some  of  the  costs  of  TCT.  In  order 
to  maintain  the  non-commercial  nature  of  TCT,  the  order  forms  for  the 
reprints  could  be  distributed  annually  with  the  membership  renewal 
notices . 


We  are,  after  all,  a  Society  dedicated  to  educating  the  members  in  any 
way  possible  about  the  Commemorative  series  and  the  "Buyer's  Guide" 
contains  some  of  the  best  information  ever  assembled. 


Personal 1 y , 
an  issue  after  t 
last  issue  discu 
but  I  will  have 
reference.  Hurry 


you  can't  imagine  how  nervous  I 
he  Huguenot.  For,  you  see,  that 
ssed  in  Volume  2.  I  did  buy  an 
to  wait  on  the  Lincoln  until  I 
,  Ray,  please  hurry." 


get 

is 

Iowa 

have 


whenever  I  contemplate 
(alphabetically)  the 
,  after  much  vacillation 
Volume  3  aa  a 


[Signed : 


R- 1550  &  J -63 , 


CA] 
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EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Thanks  R-1550  (and  you,  too,  J-63)  for  your  letter.  Aaki 
someone  who  writes  for  a  living  to  give  us  his  labor  for  FREE  is  NOT  an 
easy  thing  to  do.  Ray  has  given  a  lot  to  the  Society  over  the  years  and 
its  too  bad  more  ••experts"  haven't  done  the  same.  Well,  I  called  Ray 
about  this  letter  and  I  think  that  we  have  worked  out  the  perfect 
solution  to  this.  Since  Volume  1  is,  indeed,  out-of  -print,  Ray  has 
given  the  Society  permission  to  reproduce  its  contents,  one  chapter 
at  a  time.  So  in  time,  all  of  Volume  1  will  have  been  reproduced  in 
subsequent  issues  of  The  Commemorative  Trail.  Ray  has  done  this  out 
o±  his  love  for  the  Society  and  we  thank  him  for  his  generosity.  The 
first  chapter ,  The  Isabella  Quarter",  is  in  this  very  issue  of  TCT . 
Regarding  Volume  2,  Ray  said  that  this  issue  is  still  available  for 


any  members  who  would  like  it.  Please  write  to 


me,  MIKE  GAROFALO,  and 


I  will  give  you  information  on  how  to  obtain  it.  We  certainly  do  owe 
Ray  Mercer  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  allowing  us  to  do  this.  And  we  do 
owe  Don  Taxay,  Arlie  Slabaugh,  Jim  Iacovo,  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter 
Breen  our  deepest  gratitude  for  giving  all  of  us  the  foundation  of 
commemorative  knowledge  and  history  upon  which  we  can  all  build.  Thank 
you,  gentlemen.  And  thank  you  to  all  of  our  letter  writers  in  this  issue 


The  above-shown  picture  was  made  from  a  slide  given  to  me  by  Frank 
Du  Vail.  This  i3  Frank's  recently-discovered  1920  die-clashed  Pilgrim! 


'HE  FUN  SHOW  (January  5-8,  1989) 

by  Helen  L.  Carmody,  R-7,  CA 


FUN  committee  members  are  among  the  most  helpful  and  cheerful  in  the 
country.  However,  not  even  their  assistance  and  personalities  could 
compensate  for  the  inconveniences  suffered  by  those  attending  this  year's 
convention.  The  number  of  complaints  regarding  the  facilities  was 
overwhelming.  Perhaps  that  had  to  do  with  the  fact  this  was  the  first 
show  held  in  the  new  Orange  County  Convention  Center  in  Orlando  -- 
frankly,  I  don't  know. 


The  Peabody  Hotel  complex  was  considered  by  most  to  be  too  limited 
and  too  isolated.  The  three  restaurants  ranged  from  extremely  expensive, 
to  noisy,  to  poor  quality  (but  with  good  service);  one  dealer  did  like 
the  food  in  all  three  but  considered  the  prices  a  bit  steep.  Although 
located  directly  across  from  each  other,  it  was  still  a  good  walk  from 
the  Convention  Center  to  the  hotel,  and  it  was  difficult  to  get  away  from 
the  bourse  for  an  hour  or  so.  Hopefully,  new  construction  may  come  to  the 
area,  which  would  permit  visitors  a  variety  of  outlets  from  which  to  choose. 


In  what  many  termed  a  "down"  market  to  "poor",  the  attitude  was 
optimistic  going  into  the  show  because  most  felt  it  was  THE  time  for 
healthy  trading.  The  layout  of  the  bourse  certainly  did  nothing  to  help 
matters!  Only  one  entrance/exit  was  used  to  accomodate  the  thousands  of 
people  participating  in  the  show.  Estimated  attendance  figures  ranged 
from  6,000-7,000  to  13,000-17,000  —  quite  a  divergence,  depending  upon 
with  whom  you  spoke!  Perhaps  the  disparity  existed  because,  as  we  were 
informed,  people  had  to  reregister  each  time  they  lost  their  paper  name 
tags  during  the  four-day  show.  Then  too,  in  this  particular  review,  I 
have  had  to  rely  almost  exclusively  on  "hearsay"  as  Don's  and  my  table 
was  in  the  very  last  row,  and  our  backs  were  to  the  entrance/exit. 


I  canvassed  approximately  twenty  dealers,  all  of  whom  handle  at 
least  a  sizable  portion  of  commemorat i ves  in  their  inventories.  On  a 
scale  of  1  to  10,  the  average  rating  was  a  5  (for  a  coin  show)  and  a 
3  or  4  (for  a  FUN  show) .  Most  attributed  their  feelings  to  the  fact  that 
the  hall  was  not  well  designed  for  a  coin  show;  i.e.,  "The  room  didn't 
feel  right;  500  max  should  be  IT  for  ANY  coin  show;"  "the  layout  hampered 
doing  business,  as  people  were  too  inaccessible; "  and  "traveling  from 
table  to  table  was  too  tiring  and  wearing." 
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Most  had  come  with  high  hopes:  "Coming  into  the  show,  my  feelings 
were  that  it  was  going  to  be  a  great  show!"  Those  feelings  changed  when 
dealers  were  faced  with  seeing  only  a  percentage  of  the  normal  number  of 
people  (both  wholesale  and  retail)  with  whom  they  normally  conducted 
business.  "It  was  literally  impossible  to  'work'  the  bourse  efficiently 
and  I  thought  there  were  too  many  tables."  Again,  I  have  no  way  to  judge 
accurately,  but  the  number  of  tables  was  quoted  as  575;  others  said  they 
counted  465  tables.  Frankly,  I  had  all  I  could  do  to  make  the  "trek"  to 
our  table  to  begin  and  end  each  day  as  well  as  make  my  way  to  the  entrance 
/exit  to  get  to  the  restroom,  which  was  past  the  one  concession/food  stand 
and  around  the  corner!  No  facilities  (i.e.,  restrooms,  drinking  fountains, 
food,  etc.)  were  situated  within  the  hall  itself.  The  problems  were 
further  compounded  by  the  fact  that  the  one  entrance/exit  was  not  even  set 
up  midway  between  the  ten  double  rows  of  bourse  tables;  it  was  located 
toward  one  end  of  the  room  and  then  opposite  the  Mint/BEP  with  the 
hospitality  area  (tables  and  chairs  for  sitting  and  eating)  to  the  left. 
The  bourse  was  arranged  to  the  right  of  the  entrance/exit  and  the  rows 
of  dealers'  tables  started  a  bit  further  down  the  floor.  It  seems  to  me 
that,  had  the  bourse  tables  started  at  the  left  end  of  the  room  and 
progressed  to  the  right,  with  the  Mint,  BEP,  and  exhibits,  etc.,  at  the 
^ 9 M t  side  of  the  room,  the  show  would  have  been  much  more  maneuverable, 
and  the  dealer's  locations  would  be  more  equitable.  Five  rows  of  tables' 
on  either  side  of  the  entrance  would  have  gone  a  long  way  in  satisfying 
everyone  concerned! 


The  activity  started  out  rather  hesitantly.  It  seemed  as  though  no 
one  wanted  to  take  the  "first  leap".  Gradually  trading  began,  but  it  was 
somewhat  ‘tentative  throughout  the  show.  A  few  examples  of  transactions  on 
the  floor  were  as  follows: 

A  VG  Pan-Pac  $50  Round  (condition  census  -  worst  known)  was  purchased 
at  $12,500  and  sold  at  $13,500.  It  was  described  as  having  "good,  honest 
wear,  not  artificially  induced". 

Of  considerable  interest,  an  AU  Columbian  Expo  was  graded  MS-64 
during  the  show  by  one  of  the  professional  grading  services  and  sold 
wholesale  for  $585. 

Another  Columbian  Expo  (PCGS  MS-64  PQ)  sold  for  $1400. 

An  Iowa  ( NGC  MS-67)  sold  wholesale  at  $1,500,  and  a  Norfolk  ( NGC 
MS-67)  sold  wholesale  at  $1,650. 

An  original  roll  of  1934-D  Oregon  Trails  (actually  18  coins:  16  MS-65s 
and  2  MS-66s;  2  MS-64s  were  not  included)  sold  intact  wholesale  in  excess 
of  $20,000. 

A  Stone  Mountain  (PCGS  MS-66)  sold  wholesale  for  $800;  a  few  hours 
later  the  same  seller  could  not  have  sold  the  coin  for  $700. 

A  1952  Washington-Carver  (NGC  MS-65)  sold  wholesale  for  $500. 
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■aw  a  beautiful  grouping  oi  Boones,  v-.n  /  nicely  toned, 
consisting  01  11  MS-6b  coins  and  13  MS  -  65  coins.  The  quality  of  each 

piece  was  extremely  similar  in  most  respects,  those  coins  grading  MS-66 
being  slightly  more  toned  than  the  MS-65s  but  certainly  no  more  marked. 

The  deal  traded  intact. 

The  auction  conducted  by  Mid-American  Rare  Coin  Auctions,  Inc.,  turned 
out  to  be  a  S3 .2  million  sale.  There  were  475  floor  bidders  and  300-1- 
mail  bidders.  A  spokesman  said  commemora t i ves  were  a  little  on  the  soft 
side,  as  were  a  good  many  other  series.  Certifiied  coins  were  strong,  and 
the  nice,  raw  coins  were  where  the  bargains  were.  Some  highlights  were 
as  foil ows : 


A  Pan- 

Pac 

$50 

Round  - 

$35,000; 

Single 

Pan 

-  Pac 

Set  i  n 

Original 

Double 

Pan 

-Pac 

Set  i  n 

Original 

Long  Island  ( NGC  MS-64)  -  $270 

Maine  (NGC  MS-64)  -  $430; 


Case  of  Issue  -  $60,000; 

Copper  Frame  of  Issue  -  $160,000; 


Pair  of  Clevelands  in  Original  Card  of  Issue  -  $260;  and 

York  County  Print  including  York  County  and  Maine  commemora t i ves 
-  $2,700.  (These  prices  do  not  reflect  the  10%  buyer's  fee.) 

Mid- American ' s  next  sale  will  be  at  the  ANA  Midwinter  Convention  and 
will  consist  of  approximately  200  pieces  (as  of  this  writing,  although 
that  figure  may  be  increased  by  late  consignments). 


The  Society  meeting  held  on  Saturd 
approximately  35  members.  Two  other  se 
the  same  time,  somewhat  reducing  our  a 
A.N.E.  meeting  regarding  professional 
consisting  of  Collector  and  SUSCC  Vice 
Ray  Mercer,  was  moderated  by  President 
has  received  much  praise  from  the  memb 
attending  a  better  idea  of  the  total  p 
candid  viewpoints.  When  asked  about  th 
Mercer  reminded  members  that  they  shou 
in  one  of  three  categories:  below  aver 
average  or  ‘’63"  (including  63  and  64), 
(including  65-66-67 , etc .) .  Next,  judge 
average",  "average"  or  "above  average" 
place  the  coin  into  the  category  it  be 
whether  the  pieo 
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ay,  January  7th,  was  attended  by 
minars/meetings  were  scheduled  at 
udience.  Most  dealers  opted  for  an 
coin  grading  services.  A  panel 
President,  Tom  Best,  and  Dealer, 

,  Don  Carmody.  This  type  of  panel 
ership,  as  it  tends  to  give  those 
icture.  Both  gentlemen  gave  their 
e  present  grading  sysytem,  Ray 
Id  first  be  able  to  place  a  coin 
age  or  "60"  (including  60-61-62), 
and  above  average  or  "65" 
whether  the  piece  is  "below 
for  the  category.  You  can  then 
longs  and  make  your  decision 
nd/or  priced.  It  was  stressed,  of 
jor  consideration.  Members  received 
MTB  Banking  Corporation  entitled 
ins  1892  to  1954".  A  brief 
accompanies  illustrations  of 
many  of  you  will  have  the 
e  meetings  throughout  the  year. 
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.  and  now  a  view  into 
years  from  now. . . . (my 


the  future  with  a  review  of  the  FUN  show 
oincei est  apologies  to  Helen  Carmody)... 


The  F.  U.  N.  show  (in  the  year  2009) 


by  Michael  K.  Garofalo,  LM#23,  NH 


This  year's  F.  U.  N.  (Florida  United  Numismatists)  show  was  probably 
the  best  one  ever  put  on  by  that  wonderful  organiztion  that  has  been  running 
these  shows  since  way  back  in  1955  (gosh,  54  years!).  The  weather  was 
exceptionally  mild  for  the  gathering  of  numismatists  under  the  Florida 
sunshine  --  a  balmy  136  degrees!  Ever  since  the  ozone  layer  was  depleted 
about  10  years  ago,  no  one  dares  venture  outside  during  the  day.  You  might 
getting  an  INSTANT  TAN.  Our  flight  down  here  from  Boston  was  great. 

It  only  took  10  minutes.  Hardly  enough  time  to  see  a  movie,  eat  a  meal 
and  lose  your  luggage. 


This  year  the  bourse  chairman,  Roger  Bryan  (for  the  23rd  year  in  a  row), 
really  outdid  himself.  Roger  managed  to  fill  all  28,000  tables,  comprising 
about  96,000  dealers.  Although  some  deal.ers  as  well  as  the  public  complained 
that  the  show  "was  TOO  BIG!",  most  dealers  did  not  complain.  Anyway,  two 
weeks  should  be  sufficient  time  to  cover  the  entire  bourse  floor. 


The  great  thing  about  the  FUN  show  is  that,  since  it  is  the  largest  show 
in  the  country,  it  attracts  many  dealers  who  do  not  ordinarily  attend 
sll  of  the  national  shows.  Why,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  couple  of  these 
dealers  actually  brought  COINS  to  the  show.  As  most  of  you  in  the  audience 
know,  dealers  don't  bring  coins  to  shows  anymore.  We  now  bring  HOLOGRAMS 
of  coins  to  the  shows.  This  has  completely  eliminated  thefts  and  robberies 
at  coin  shows.  But  a  few  of  the  unsophisticated  dealers  still  insist  that 
collectors  like  to  actually  hold  a  coin  in  their  hands.  What  silly  fools 
these  dealers  are!  I  understand  that  three  dealers  lugged  inventories  of 
coins  to  the  show  and  they  were  mobbed  by  curious  onlookers,  most  of  whom 
had  NEVER  actually  seen  a  real  coin. 


Some  of  the  dealers  in  attendance  also  sported  the  latest  in  high-tech 
telecommunication  gear.  Many  years  ago  (back  in  the  1960s)  we  used  prices 
in  a  book  that  was  published  ANNUALLY  --  THE  RED  BOOK.  Then  in  the  1970s, 
we  used  prices  published  BI-WEEKLY  in  Coin  World  Trends.  In  the  1980s,  the 
Greysheets  and  Bluesheets  came  to  the  forefront  of  numismatic  pricing  WEEKLY. 
Back  in  the  1990s,  we  utilized  ANIE,  ANNIE,  ANNY  and  other  computerized 
numismatic  quotation  methods  for  DAILY  prices.  Here,  in  the  21st  century, 
we  employ  absolutely  and  unquestionably  the  most  sophisticated  instantaneous 
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information  available  called  the  ARTHUR  cystoin.  The  ARTHUR  system 
utilizes  up  t o - t he - SECGN D  pricing.  And  it  is  extremely  simple  to  use. You 
place  a  satellite  dish  on  your  head  and  wear  special  laser  glasses.  When  you 
examine  a  coin,  the  laser  makes  a  holographic  image  of  it  and  transports 
that  image  to  the  mainframe  computer.  There,  in  the  blink  of  an  eye,  it  is 
analyzed,  graded  and  priced  and  that  information  is  transmitted  back  to  you 
by  means  of  a  receiving  unit  attached  to  your  laser  glasses.  The  CORRECT 
price  instantly  appears  before  your  eyes.  Coin  buying  was  never  so  easy. 

Of  note  to  commemorative  enthusiasts,  one  of  those  3  dealers  actually 
brought  a  Cleveland  commemorative  with  him.  It  was  graded  MS-61.4287695  by 
one  of  the  most  well-known  of  today's  14,000+  grading  services.  It  was 
"ripped"  by  one  very  knowledgeable  collector  (a  member  of  this  Society)  for 
a  mere  $262,500.00  (an  astute  purchase  that  will  reap  great  profits  in  the 
future).  Activity,  in  commemorati ves ,  was  moderate  until  a  rumor  started 
circulating  that  a  HOARD  of  Lexington-Concord  commemorati ves  was  on  the 
bourse  floor.  It  was  rumored  that  as  many  as  SIX  pieces  were  seen  with  an 
average  grade  of  EXTREMELY  FINE.  I  must  caution  you,  however,  that  this  was 
only  hearsay.  I  did  not  actually  see  these  coins. 


As  is  our  custom,  Saturday  morning  brought  the  meeting  of  the  Society 
for  US  Commemorative  Coins  members.  Although  attendance  was  sparse,  only 
8900  members  were  noted,  the  meeting  was  lively  and  enjoyed  by  all. 

President  Donald  Carmody,  serving  his  21st  consecutive  term,  began  the 
meeting.  Don  was  respelendent  in  his  new  metallic  SUSCC  sports  coat  (green, 
of  course)  and  the  first  order  of  business  was  to  present  to  Dr.  Lyndon 
King  a  plaque  for  attending  his  691st  consecutive  Society  meeting.  However, 
the  highlight  of  the  meeting,  at  least  for  me,  was  the  incomparable 
Ray  Mercer.  Ray  held  us  all  literally  spellbound  as  he  explained  the 
subtle  nuances  of  the  brand  new  316  point  precision  grading  system.  This 
one  is  based  on  the  Dewey  Decimal  System  and  the  Theory  of  Relativity.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  we  will  all  utilize  this  system  by  next  year.  On  other 
commemorative  matters,  Tom  Best,  3rd  (the  grandson  of  the  1989  Vice 
President  and  our  1989  Secretary,  Pat),  our  current  Vice  President, 
gave  us  the  unfortunate  news  that  due  to  rising  costs  annual  membership  dues 
must  be  increased  to  $1475.00.  Considering  all  the  benefits  you  receive, 
membership  in  the  Society  for  US  Commemorative  Coins  is  as  much  a  bargain 
today  as  it  was  back  in  1989. 


That's  about  all  I  have  to  report  from  the  FUN  show  in  Florida.  Look 
for  my  next  review  of  the  LUNAR  show  from  the  Sea  of  Tranquility,  in  the 
next  issue  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL. 
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LONG  BEACH  EXPO  (February  2-5,  1989) 

by  Helen  L.  Carmody,  R-7,  CA 


Not  only  the  usual  lowering  bullion  prices  but  rain,  slippery  driving 
conditions,  and  the  fact  that  flights  were  being  delayed  or  canceled 
entirely  combined  forces  to  diminish  the  unique  draw  of  this  three-times- 
a-year  phenomenon  on  the  coin  show  circuit.  As  usual,  however,  the  Expo 
attracted  thousands  of  numismatists  --  to  be  exact,  15,000  of'them!  Sam 
Lopresto,  Teresa  Darling,  Gus  Argeris  and  the  rest  of  the  Long  Beach  staff 
are  a  top-notch  team,  each  knowing  his  or  her  role  in  the  operation  and 
how  to  execute  their  efforts  with  optimum  results.  They  realize  that 
(1)  collectors  want  to  see  coins  --  lots  of  them  --  and  therefore,  they 
assemble  the  leading  national  and  international  dealers;  (2)  dealers  are 
there  to  transact  business,  and  nothing  is  overlooked  to  assure  their 
doing  so;  (3)  clubs  and  other  nonprofit  organizations  hold  meetings  at 
the  Expo  because  the  advertising,  promotion  (and  of  great  importance), 
regular  scheduling  and  location  of  gatherings  contribute  to  record 
attendances  as  well  as  the  ideal  facilities  and  the  ultimate  in  cooperation 
from  the  Expo  staff;  clubs  are  not  "sloughed  off"  when  assistance  is 
needed;  the  staff  makes  a  point  to  aid  them  with  everything  from  equipment, 
to  regular  announcements  over  the  public  address  system,  to  photos  by 
Long  Beach  Coin  Club  President  and  Society  member,  Roy  Iwata. 


From  small  to  major  dealers  had  no  complaints.  Certainly,  not 
everything  sold,  but  the  percentage  was  surely  greater  than  at  any  recent 
major  convention.  Those  surveyed  said  they  were  very  comfortable  with  the 
current  market  rates  and  were  at  Long  Beach  to  do  business  at  those  rates. 
Consequently,  those  who  had  material  priced  at  today's  levels  moved  it, 
whereas  those  who  insisted  on  clinging  to  the  past,  higher  figures  were 
met  with  resistance.  The  oft-stated  comment,  "Business  was  very  steady 
throughout  the  show,  with  setup  being  the  best,"  was  heard  throughout 
the  convention.  (The  now-earlier  closing  time  of  7  p.m.  "pushed"  a  lot 
more  dealers  than  usual,  as  they  were  still  showing  coins  past  the  appointed 
hour;  moreover,  some  would  have  gladly  stayed  until  midnight,  the  way 
sales  were  going!) 


As  mentioned,  most  prices  were  in  line  with  today's  guides.  However, 
it  was  noted  that  everyone  (dealers  and  co llectors/investors)  considerably 
overpaid  for  pieces  that  they  really  liked.  An  MS-67  "white"  1939  Oregon 
Trail  PDS  Set  sold  for  $9,200.00,  whereas  an  MS-65  "toned"  Lincoln  sold 
for  $1,425.00.  Basically,  purchasers  tended  to  favor  colorful  specimens; 
but,  if  the  piece  had  eye  appeal  and  a  little  "flash",  it  moved.  The 
commemorati ves  seeing  the  most  action  were  varied  in  grade:  XF/AU,  MS63/64, 
and  65-"plus"  coins  moved  equally.  There  was  also  a  noticeably  increased 
interest  in  documentation  and  numismatic  literature.  According  to 
representatives  of  both  auction  houses  (Pacific  Coast  and  Heritage), 
sales  exceeded  expectations.  Some  dealers  reported  buying  large  lots  at 
auction  and  then  turning  them  over  on  the  bourse  floor  the  very  next 
day  for  a  nice  profit. 
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only  thing  missing  item  the  entire  Exp 


was  the  proliferation  of 


vest pocket  dealers  showing  their  inventory  to  tableholders .  They  still 
exist  but  in  far  fewer  numbers  -  and  they  no  longer  “make  the  rounds’* 

as  they  did  previously.  Generally,  part-time  dealers  are  now  working  out 
oi  another  dealer's  table  and  are  aiming  for  higher  profits  to  offset 
their  tablesharing  costs.  There  are  many  more  "deals”  trading  hands  than 
coins  --  individual  pieces  are  not  being  offered  as  frequently  by 
themselves  but  as  part  of  a  much  greater  unit.  For  those  who  look  back 
on  the  highlights  of  past  days,  this  trend  sadly  reflects  the  “big 
business"  numismatics  is  today.  Despite  that  fact,  when  canvassing 
attendees,  almost  everyone,  without  exception,  said  it  was  either  "a 
be t t er - t han - a ver age  Long  Beach"  or  "the  best  Long  Beach  ever".  Only  those 
with  little  material  or  prices  considered  too  high  for  the  market  related 
any  difficulty. 


As  an  added  highlight  to  an  already  memorable  Expo,  I  raj  Sayah  hosted 
his  First  Annual  International  Numismatic  Friendship  Party.  The  Hyatt 
Ballroom  has  most  likely  never  seen  such  spectacular  entertainment  or 
superb  food  on  any  given  occasion.  Thousands  of  invited  dealers  and  other 
guests  were  overwhelmed  with  Mr.  Sayah's  efforts,  decidedly  the  most 
elaborate  event  heretofore  presented  in  numismatic  circles.  Fortunately, 
the  evening's  festivities  will  remain  not  only  as  fond  memories  but  were 
captured  on  film  as  well,  as  guests  were  treated  to  complimentary  photos 
either  in  the  midst  of  the  party's  many  activities  or  in  special,  staged 
shoots  in  front  of  various  backdrops,  such  as  painted  gold  numismatic 
rarities  that  added  to  the  party's  theme. 

The  next  Long  Beach  Expo  will  be  held  on  June  1-4,  1989. 


(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Thank  you,  Helen.  And  now  to  give  those  of  us  who  were 
unable  to  attend  the  Expo,  the  full  flavor  of  the  show,  Helen  now  reviews 
the  Society  meeting). 
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SOCIETY  MEETING  -  LONG  BEACH  EXPO 
by  Helen  L.  Carmody,  R-7,  CA 


Despite  the  aforementioned  elements  working  again 
for  the  Society's  meeting  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo,  45 
were  present  at  9  a.m.  on  Satuurday,  February  4,  1989 

clubs  had  attendance  figures  averaging  25. 

The  pi  og  i  am ,  Unique  and  Unusual  Documentation  Discoveries," 1  was 
originally  to  be  presented  by  the  Society's  Newsletter  Editor,  Michael 
K.  Garofalo.  However,  he  and  two  other  officers  were  ill  and  could  not 
attend.  President  Don  Carmody  narrated  the  slide  presentation,  ably 
assisted  by  former  Editor  of  The  Commemorative  Trail,  Ray  Mercer,  who 
answered  questions  regarding  the  coins  themselves  and  the  luster ,  strike , 
focal  points,  and  usual  toning  of  the  various  commemorative  issues. 

Among  the  30-35  items  on  display  were  the  following:  a  Bank  of  America 
(Oakland  Branch)  f Iyer /receipt  for  the  purchase  of  a  Bay  Bridge  half 
dollar,  a  Cleveland  gold"  book  with  Great  Lakes  Exposition  envelope, 
a  Second  National  Bank  of  Boston  green  presentation  box  with  original 
Lexington  coin,  an  official  souvenir  badge  with  attached  Lincoln  half 
dollar  in  a  shield-shaped  bezel,  a  Sesquicentennial  $2.50  gold-piece 
Christmas  card  and  envelope  from  the  Bethlehem  National  Bank  in 
Pennsylvania,  a  Stone  Mountain  holder  with  envelope  from  The  Atlanta 
Journal  (which  was  sent  to  an  employee  of  the  newspaper  on  June  10,  1925), 

a  unique  presentation  box  from  the  Southern  States  Life  Insurance  Co.  of 
Atlanta,  a  Booker  T.  Washington  advertising  brochure  with  order  form 
unlike  any  other  seen  to  date,  etc.,  as  well  as  other  original  holders 
of  issue,  presentation  boxes,  souvenir  medals  and  other  related 
documentation  and  memorabilia.  Other  rare  items  included  original 
leather  pouches  with  coins  from  the  Columbian  Exposition  and  a  San  Diego 
Christmas  Card  with  envelope.  Shown  prior  to  and  after  the  meeting  was 
the  extremely  rare  Booker  T.  Washington  punchboard,  which  was  recently 
acquired  by  Bill  Shamhart,  a  Charter  Member  of  the  Society. 

Society  meetings  to  be  held  in  the  near  future  will  be  at  the  ANA 
Midwinter  Convention  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  at  9  a.m.  on 
Saturday  March  4,  1989  [Mike  Fuljenz,  professional  numismatist  and  past 

officer  of  the  SUSCC,  will  present  "Five  Commem  Challenges  for  Fun  or 
Profit"  and  will  discuss  chemistry  and  commems,  different  lighting  in 
which  to  view  coins,  various  mini-sets  to  build  (such  as  those  depicting 
Indians,  ships,  animals,  etc.)],  and  at  the  Central  States  Convention 
in  Overland  Park,  Kansas,  at  9  a.m.  on  Saturday  April  22,  1989  [Anthony 

Swiatek  will  be  our  featured  speaker] .  We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  at 
as  many  Society  meetings  as  possible. 

(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  marvelous  photographs  displayed  on  the  next  seven 
pages  were  taken  by  Roy  Iwata,  R-566,  CA,  a  valued  member  of  this  Society 
who  is  also  President  of  the  Long  Beach  Coin  Club.  They  are  GREAT,  Roy.) 


st  a  good  attendance 
interested  attendees 
,  whereas  other 
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Close  up  of  that  Booker  T.  Washington  “Christmas  Card”  holder 
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btone  Mountain  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  in  insurance  company  holder. 
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Stone  Mountain  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  in  "Bernard  Baruch"  holder. 
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Stone  Mountain  Commemorative  Half  Dollar 


in  "Atlanta  Journal" 


holder. 
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THE  ISABELLA  QUARTER 


by  Raymond  G  .  Mercei 


bo  the  generosity  and  kindness  of  lormer  Newsletter  Editor  and 
current  mem ber - i n -good - stand i ng ,  Ray  Mercer,  I  am  very  pleased  to  reprint 
the  first  chapter  of  Ray's  Volume  I  “BUYER'S  GUIDE”  which  is,  as  we  all 
know,  currently  out-of-print.  Through  Ray's  kindness,  we  will  be  reprinting 
ALL  of  Volume  I,  one  coin  in  each  forthcoming  issue  of  The  Commemorative 
Trail.  Now  aren't  you  more  convinced  than  ever  that  this  $15.00  annual 
membership  fee  is  a  really  terrific  bargain?  Don't  you  have  some  friends 
who  should  also  be  aware  of  this  bargain?  Sign  them  up!  Do  it  today! 

Ray,  you  are  a  great  guy  for  allowing  us  to  take  your  sweat  and  labor 
lor  tree  and  we  all  owe  you  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  for  this  and 
all  the  generosity  that  you  have  extended  to  the  Society  since  its 
inception.  Now  without  any  further  comments  by  yours  truly,  here  is 
the  reprint  of  chapter  one . THE  ISABELLA  QUARTER  by  Ray  Mercer 
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I  sa.be  11a 

(mintage  -  24,214) 


Luster 

Despite  its  relatively  low  mintage,  the  Isabella  quarter  is  interesting  in  the  fact  that  it  can  be  located 
with  a  wide  variety  of  luster  -  brilliant/frosty,  satin,  or  prooflike.  Of  course,  regardless  of  what  "type” 
of  luster  the  specimen  in  question  displays,  the  important  thing  to  look  for  is  good,  NATURAL,  highlights! 
Carefully  REMOVE  the  coin  from  its  holder  and  slowly  tip  &  rotate  it  underneath  a  direct  light.  Good 
highlights  can  be  determined  by  examining  a  coin’s  natural,  reflective  ability. 

Unfortunately,  over  the  years  a  multitude  of  pieces  have  fallen  victim  to  numismatic  abuse  either  in  the  form 
of  dipping  or  cleaning,  so  today's  buyer  has  to  be  very  careful  to  acquire  pieces  that  display  total 
originality.  Let's  take  a  look  at  the  Isabella's  distinctly  different  types  of  luster  so  that  we  may  gain  a 
better  understanding  of  exactly  what  constitutes  their  "originality" _ 

Brilliant /Frosty 

Experience  has  taught  me  that  the  vast  majority  of  Isabella  quarters  fall  into  this  category.  Not  unlike  your 
typical  1880-S  Morgan  dollar,  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  will  display  "frosty"  or  "brilliant"  surfaces  - 
offering  good  contrast  between  its  devices  and  fields.  When  left  untouched  by  dipping  or  cleaning,  the 
highlights  are  very  bold  and  cartwheel  effects  are  not  unusual.  Dipped-out  examples,  although  certainly 
"brilliant",  offer  little  contrast  between  the  devices/ fields  and  are  washed-out  in  appearance. 

Constant  comparison  is  an  invaluable  tool  for  anyone  who  is  attempting  to  determine  natural  highlights  and 
contrast.  Regardless  of  what  grade  of  Isabella  you  seek,  try  to  examine  at  least  a  dozen  specimens  (MS-60 
through  MS-65)  BEFORE  you  make  a  financial  decision.  This  exercise  can  be  fairly  easily  accomplished  at  most 
major  shows. 

Comparison,  when  carefully  tempered  with  a  valid  reference  and  educated /honest  advice,  provides  the  potential 
buyer  with  an  extremely  advantageous  edge.  Unfortunately,  most  people  have  a  bad  habit  of  totally  ignoring 
coins  below  their  desired  grade  level!  This  only  encourages  ignorance  as  much  knowledge  and  understanding  may 
be  gained  by  studying  ALL  Mint  State  levels  of  any  giver,  issue.  Although  you  may  be  searching  for  an  MS-65, 
you  can  learn  a  tremendous  amount  from  an  Isabella  that  exhibits  the  LUSTER  of  an  MS-65+,  but  due  to  its 
marks  -  must  be  labeled  as  an  MS-63  coin!!  After  all,  just  because  you  choose  to  study  a  particular  coin 
doesn't  mean  you  are  obligated  to  buy  it! 


Satin 

Occasionally,  Isabella  quarters  may  be  found  exhibiting  satin  luster.  As  opposed  to  their  brilliant/frosty 
cousins,  these  specimens  display  granular  surfaces  projecting  somewhat  subdued  highlights.  In  this  case,  the 
contrast  between  the  devices  and  fields  is  far  from  "sassy"  and  projects  a  "soft",  but  "warm",  mint  bloom. 
Unfortunately,  locating  an  original  "satin"  Isabella  on  today's  marketplace  is  a  very  difficult  task.  Over 
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the  years,  due  to  the  subtle  reflection  of  their  granular  surfaces,  many  examples  have  been  harshly  cleaned 
or  dipped-out  in  a  misguided  attempt  to  "bring  the  luster  out."  Therefore,  locating  a  specimen  with  virgin 
surfaces  is  indeed  an  unusual  find.  Most  satin  finish  Isabella  quarters  have  been  dipped-out  or  cleaned  to 
point  that  they  are  now  double-ugly  and  display  zero  eye  appeal! 

Proof like 

Of  the  three  different  types  of  luster  inherent  to  the  Isabella,  prooflike  examples  command  not  only  the  most 
attention,  but  also  the  highest  premiums.  In  this  instance,  the  fields  are  mirror-like  thus  providing  a  sharp 
visual  contrast  with  their  devices.  Varying  degrees  of  frost  may  be  found  on  the  relief  -  the  rarest,  of 
course,  being  a  full  cameo  effect.  However,  when  found,  experience  has  taught  me  that  this  charming  trait  is 
consistently  limited  to  the  obverse.  Personally,  I  have  never  seen  a  reverse  that  displayed  a  true  cameo 
effect  and  I  doubt  very  much  that  you  will  either! 

The  prooflike  fields  may  also  be  located  with  varying  degrees  of  ’’depth",  but  it  is  safe  to  state  that  ANY 
Isabella  exhibiting  ORIGINAL  proof like  surfaces  is  a  rare  find  indeed!  As  opposed  to  satin  finish  examples, 

prooflike  specimens  are  products  of  finely  polished  dies  which  created  their  extremely  smooth,  HIGHLY 
REFLECTIVE,  surfaces. 

Proof like  Isabella  quarters  do  not  take  well  to  dipping  and  many  pieces  on  today's  marketplace  display  a 
rather  "opaque"  reflection  from  this  process.  Every  time  you  dip  a  coin  a  mild  acid  lifts  a  minute  layer  off 
of  its  entire  surfaces  -  leaving  microscopic  pits  in  its  wake.  Since  the  proof like  nature  of  a  coin  dictates 
extremely  smooth  surfaces,  these  pits  breakup  the  coin’s  REFLECTIVE  abilities.  If  you  were  to  take  a  common 
mirror  off  of  your  bedroom  wall  and  dip  it  in  a  solution  of  acid,  what  do  you  think  would  happen?  Depending 
on  the  strength  of  the  acid  and  the  number  of  times  you  dipped  it,  it  wouldn't  be  long  before  the  reflective 
ability  of  the  glass  was  lost  because  of  pitting!  Basically,  the  same  thing  happens  to  proof like  coins  after 
repeated  dipping  -  they  become  opaque! 


Str ike 

In  general,  locating  an  Isabella  with  a  good  strike  is  not  a  problem.  Although  slightly  varying  degrees  of 
detail  can  be  found  on  the  bust  of  Isabella  and  the  kneeling  female,  seldom  does  the  strike  ever  take  away 
from  the  eye  appeal  of  the  coin.  A  partial  wire  edge  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  is  not  an  uncommon 
occurrence  and  this  minting  characteristic  can  be  found  on  brilliant,  satin,  and  prooflike  examples,  alike. 

However,  there  are  some  people  who  desire  to  make  all  their  projects  in  life  difficult,  so  they  accomplish 
this  goal  by  searching  for  specimens  exhibiting  a  "full  strand"  of  wool  located  just  above  the  female's  bent 
knee  on  the  reverse.  Personally,  I  consider  a  "full  strand"  to  be  a  striking  ABERRATION  and  not  a  legitimate 
reason  to  increase  or  decrease  the  actual  grade  of  the  coin.  However,  if  you  are  genuinely  interested  in 
locating  a  specimen  with  a  "full  strand",  by  all  means,  go  to  it!  That's  what  numismatics  is  all  about  (your 
own  PERSONAL  desires),  but  just  try  to  keep  in  mind  -  that  in  respect  to  GRADING  -  there’s  more  than  2mm.  of 
a  coin  to  consider! 


Here  is  the  "typical"  wire  edge  found 
on  the  Isabella.  As  you  can  see,  it  is 
quite  sharp  and  distinct.  Most  specimens 
will  display  a  partial  wire  edge  around 
their  periphery.  Personally,  I  think  it 
is  a  rather  attractive  feature  and  helps 
to  make  this  issue  very  interesting. 
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Marks 


The  main  focal  point  on  the  Isabella  is  the  majestic  lady's  exposed  cheek  on  the  obverse.  No  other  area 

influences  the  grade  and  eye  appeal  AS  MUCH  as  this  very  important  focal  point!  Of  course,  this  should  not 

blind  you  to  hits/scars  on  other  points  of  the  coin  as  the  thing  to  consider  with  marks  is  their  number, 
sice,  origin,  and  location.  However,  when  considering  marks  on  an  Isabella,  I  suggest  your  first  step  should 
be  a  thorough  examination  of  the  cheek.  Besides  the  normal  bag  marks,  take  care  to  slowly  tip  &  rotate  the 
specimen  under  a  direct  light  and  check  for  slide  marks  from  improper  storage. 

As  with  determining  natural  luster  and  its  highlights,  there  is  no  better  way  to  uncover  slide  marks  than 

removing  a  coin  from  its  holder  and  reflecting  its  naked  surfaces  under  a  direct  light.  The  trick  is  to 
reflect  the  light  off  of  the  slide  marks,  thus  revealing  their  existence.  Cleaning  hairlines  can  also  be 
quickly  exposed  by  utilizing  this  method.  As  with  all  the  commemorative  issues,  constant  COMPARISON  is  your 
best  tool  when  learning  how  marks  effect  a  coin's  grade  and  eye  appeal. 

Toni ng 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  describe  exactly  what  colors  or  progression  of  toning  are  indigenous  to  the 
"average"  Isabella.  This  is  due  to  the  overruling  influence  of  a  multitude  of  outsides  variables  such  as  a 
coin’s  method  of  storage  and  surrounding,  atmospheric  conditions.  With  this  fact  of  life  in  mind,  I  cam  only 
remind  you  that  the  "look"  of  the  toning  will  be  directly  determined  by  the  "type"  of  luster  underneath  ic! 
Although  the  toning  should  be  iridescent,  try  to  remember  that  the  coin's  luster  dictates  both  its  projection 
and  reflective  abilities.  Therefore,  one  shouldn't  expect  the  toning  on  a  satin  example  to  reflect  with  the 
same  flamboyance  common  to  a  frosty  or  prooflike  example! 

As  with  an  alarming  number  of  commemorative  issues  offered  on  today's  marketplace,  the  Isabella  is  frequently 
the  victim  of  artificial  toning.  As  with  any  reference,  my  humble  ponderings  can  only  take  you  so  far  and 
represents  only  a  THIRD  of  your  learning  process!  The  three  essential  keys  to  learning  HOW  to  determine  a 
coin's  grade/value  are  STUDY  (specialized  references),  CONSTANT  COMPARISON  (through  performing  field  work  at 
shows,  auction  viewings,  club  presentations,  private  collections,  etc.),  and  EDUCATED /HONEST  ADVICE  (from 
WILLING  dealers  &  fellow  collectors).  COMPARISON  and  ADVICE  are  your  best  tools  for  learning  how  to  spot  am 
artificially  toned  coin  -  leaim  how  to  use  them  to  your  benefit! 

Summary 

I  think  it  is  fairly  safe  to  state,  along  with  the  Oregon  Trail,  that  the  Isabella  is  probably  one  of  the 
most  popular  U.S.  commemoratives  ever  minted.  It  can  be  found  with  three  different  types  of  luster 
brilliant/frosty,  satin,  or  proof like  -  the  latter  being  the  most  popular  of  the  group.  Beware  of  specimens 
that  do  not  sport  their  original  surfaces  due  to  cleaning  or  excessive  dipping.  Although  most  examples  aire 
well  struck,  they  aure  usually  hampered  by  bag  marks  or  slides  on  Isabella's  cheek.  When  obtaining  a  specimen 
for  your  own  collection,  it  is  essential  that  you  choose  an  example  that  displays  both  originality  in  respect 
to  its  surfaces  amd  good  eye  appeal  for  an  overall  look.  Locating  a  PLEASING  example  in  grades  MS-63  and 
better  is  currently  a  very  difficult  task.  Study,  compare,  and  seek  educated  advice. 
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Vnt£  HAWAIIAN  SESQUICENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 


GENUINE  AND  COUNTERFEIT 


by  Steven  L.  Szenay,  R-807,  MI 


0ne  of  n,y  favorite  commemorative  half  dollars  is  the  Hawaiian 
sesqu icentenn ial  half  dollar.  Photgraphed  here  within  is  a  genuine  and 
a  counterfeit  Hawaiian  half  dollar,  1928.  Although  the  photo  of  the 
genuine  coin  is  the  only  known  die  variety,  m  which  there  is  die 
polishing  extending  from  the  forehead  of  the  warrior  on  the  reverse 
towards  the  palm  of  the  extended  hand  through  the  coconut  palm.  This 
die  polishing  is  also  seen  on  some  counterfeit  Hawaiians. 


The  Genuine  Hawaiian  Reverse:  Featuring 
die  polish  marks  extending  from  head  to  tip 
polish  mark  Irom  the  warrior's  ear  into  the 
on  counterfeit  Hawaiian  coins. 


the  warrior  with  two  fine 
of  spear;  one  raised  die 
field.  These  are  not  seen 


The  Genuine  Hawaiian  Reverse:  Note  that  there  is  no  depression  in 
the  field  above  the  palm.  However,  don't  let  this  fool  you  into  thinking 
that  because  there  is  no  depression,  it's  automatically  a  genuine  coin.  In 
the  past  year  I  have  seen  four  of  the  counterfeit  coins  with  the  depression, 
the  depression  was  so  deep  that  a  magnifying  glass  was  not  needed.  But 
some  counterfeiters  have  polished  these  depressions  so  that  they  are  no 
longer  visible.  What  prompted  me  to  write  this  article  was  a  dealer  friend 
hunted  me  down  at  a  state  coin  convention  to  look  at  his  Hawaiian  halt . 

He  had  taken  it  to  one  of  the  grading  services  and  was  told  that  they 
couldn't  make  a  determination  on  the  authenticity  of  the  coin  there  and  that 
he  would  have  to  send  it  in  for  authentication.  He  then  showed  it  to  a 
number  of  other  dealers  and  was  told  that  it  looked  okay  to  them.  He 
brought  the  coin  to  me  and  after  putting  it  under  a  microscope,  I  was 
able  to  see  the  deoression,  just  above  the  warrior's  palm.  Please  just 
BE  CAREFUL . 
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The  Counterfeit  Hawaiian 
the  warrior,  in  the  field,  is 
is  a  raised  mark.  There  also 
upwards  from  the  depression. 


Hall  Dollar  Reverse:  Above  the  palm  o± 

<a  depression  and  within  that  depression 
is  a  very  line  polishing  mark  extending 
into  the  coconut  leaves. 


The  Counterfeit  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar  Reverse:  To  the  right  of  the 
last  "A''  in  AMERICA,  there  is  a  break  in  the  waves  on  the  border  and  a 
depression  inside  the  waves.  As  previously  stated,  the  same  coin  also 
has  had  this  area  touched  up  rather  nicely. 


(.EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Thank  you  very  much  Steve  for  taking  the  time  and 
trouble  to  post  along  this  article  on  Counterfeit  Detection  of  Hawaiian 
Half  Dollars.  Those  photos  you  took  were  excellent  and  really  did  show 
where  the  differences  do  occur.  Steve,  you  are  a  gentlemen  and  a  scholar 
±or  taking  the  time  and  effort  to  educate  all  of  us  about  these  coins. 
But,  hey,  that's  what  our  Society  is  all  about.  Great,  unselfish  members 
trying  to  help  and  educate  fellow  members.  Any  more  great  photos, 
articles  or  ideas  out  there  among  you  readers?????  Come  forth!!!!!!). 
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The  Celebration  of  trie  Pilgrims 


by  Michael  K.  Carol alo 


Since  I  had  not  been  on  one  of  my  "pilgrimages"  to  a  commemorative 
historical  site  in  quite  some  time,  the  only  impetus  that  I  required 
was  a  beautiful,  sunny  day.  A  40+-  degree  day  in  mid-January  in  New  England 
is  fairly  unusual;  but  it  provided  a  wonderful  backdrop  to  my  quest  for 
enlightenment.  I  will  not  detail  here  the  history  of  the  coin  or  its 
supporters  or  its  designer,  as  those  bits  of  information  have  been  very 
we 1 1 -documented  in  our  standard  commemorative  references.  Rather,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  relate  to  you  what  it  was  like  actually  be  there,  in  Plymouth, 
Massachusetts  during  that  week,  69  years  ago. 


My  drive  to  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  landing  site  of  the  Pilgrims, 
took  approximately  two  hours.  Since  the  Mayflower  II,  the  faithful 
reproduction  of  the  original  Pilgrim  vessel  was  in  dry  dock,  being 
overhauled  (and  unfortunately,  unavailable  for  photographs),  my  first 
stop  was  the  Plymouth  Town  Library.  There,  I  researched  the  microfilmed 
copies  of  the  local  weekly  newspaper,  "The  Old  Colony  Memorial",  during 
the  years  1920  and  1921  for  information  pertinent  to  the  local  celebrations 
and  to  the  issuance  of  the  commemorative  half  dollars.  The  newspaper 
articles  were  terrific  first-hand  accounts  of  the  actual  celebrations. 

The  following  is  a  composite  of  the  factual  newspaper  accounts  and  some 
information  obtained  from  two  books  -  "The  Story  of  the  Pilgrim 
Tercentennial  Celebration  at  Pymouth  in  the  year  1921"  by  Frederick  W. 
Bittinger,  Memorial  Press,  Plymouth,  MA,  and  the  souvenir  booklet, 

"Official  Programme  of  the  Celebration  at  Plymouth,  commemorating  the 
Landing  of  the  Pilgrims",  by  the  Tercentenary  Committee  of  Plymouth, 
Massachusetts.  We  take  you  back  to  the  year  --  1920. 

The  actual  date  of  the  Tercentennial  of  the  landing  at  Plymouth  Rock 
occured  on  Tuesday,  December  21,  1920.  Many,  many  thousands  of  people 

came  from  New  England  and  throughout  the  Northeast  to  observe  this  worthy 
event.  The  entire  center  of  town,  albeit  extending  only  4  square  blocks, 
was  draped  with  American  flags,  both  businesses  and  residences  alike. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  children  reported  for  school  as  usual,  but  they 
were  dismissed  early  so  that  they  could  go  to  the  train  station,  in  the 
center  of  town  to  welcome  all  of  the  arriving  dignitaries.  The  temperature 
was  a  balmy  (for  New  England)  42  degrees.  His  excellency,  the  Governor 
of  Massachusetts,  Calvin  Coolidge  and  his  wife,  along  with  Senator 
Henry  Cabot  Lodge  arrived  on  the  "Tercentennial  Special"  as  it  was 
called,  a  little  past  11  AM. 

The  safe  arrival  of  the  dignitaries  was  observed  by  Reverend  Arthur 
Whitney,  pastor  of  the  First  Church,  who  offered  a  prayer,  following  an 
overture  by  the  Plymouth  Orchestra.  Then,  Governor  Coolidge  addressed 
the  assembly.  His  seven  paragraphs  of  remarks  were  aptly  paraphrased  in 

the  last  two  lines: 
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Plymouth  Rock  does  not  mark  a  beginning  or  an  end.  It  marks 
a  revelation  of  that  which  is  without  beginning  and  without  end, 
a  shining  through  eternity  with  a  resplendent  light,  undimmed 
by  the  impel fections  of  men,  and  a  response,  an  answering  purpose, 
from  those  who,  oblivious,  disdainful  of  all  else,  sailed 
hither  seeking  only  for  an  avenue  for  the  immortal  soul." 


These  remarks  were  followed  by  songs  and  an  oration  by  Senator  H.C. 
Lodge.  Notably,  the  closing  line  was  the  same  one  that  was  first  used 
in  1820  in  an  oration  by  Daniel  Webster: 

On  the  morning  of  that  day,  although  it  will  not  disturb  us 
in  our  repose,  the  voice  of  acclamation  and  gratitude,  commencing 
on  the  Rock  of  Plymouth,  shall  be  transmitted  through  the 
millions  of  sons  of  the  Pilgrims  till  it  loses  itself  in  the 
murmurs  of  the  Pacific  Seas." 

At  that  exact  moment.  Governor  Coolidge  received  a  phone  call  from 
Governor  Stephens  of  California.  That  was  one  of  the  very  earliest 
transcontinental  phone  conversations.  THE  PROPHESY  OF  DANIEL  WEBSTER 
HAD  BEEN  FULFILLED!  The  actual  conversation  was: 

"Governor  Stephens?  Yes,  this  is  Governor  Coolidge  of  Massachusetts 
and  yes,  I  am  seated  in  the  chair  of  Governor  William  Bradford 
at  Plymouth.  I  wish  to  say  that  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth  Rock 
greet  California  and  the  Golden  Gate,  and  send  the  voice  which 
is  to  be  lost  in  the  waves  and  roar  of  the  Pacific.  I'll  do  so. 
Goodbye ! " 


On  Monday,  the  20th,  the  day  prior  to  the  actual  start  of  the 
festivities,  at  1:30  PM,  the  top  piece  of  Plymouth  Rock,  that  now  has 
the  date  "1620"  carved  into  it,  was  moved  for  the  fifth  and  final  time 
by  crane,  to  its  present  resting  place  under  the  granite  canopy  on  the 
water  front,  less  than  5  yards  from  where  it  stood,  300  years  earlier. 
Some  of  the  remaining  Mayflower  Descendants  whose  remains  were  not 
resting  on  Coles  Hill,  in  Plymouth,  were  entombed  there  in  preparation 
for  the  observances  to  come. 


Plymouth  Day,  which  was  observed  on  Wednesday,  May  24,  1921,  had 

absolutely  perfect  weather  -  clear  and  mild,  in  the  forties.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  over  100,000  visitors,  including  President  and  Mrs. 

Warren  G.  Harding  came  to  Plymouth  on  that  two-day  span.  Motorcars  were 
everywhere  -  parked  on  lawns,  side  streets,  open  fields  and  just  about 
anywhere  enterprising  townspeople  could  find  room  for  these  welcome 
guests.  The  President,  his  wife,  and  staff  all  arrived  by  the  official 
Presidential  yacht,  appropriately  named,  the  Mayflower.  They  were 
escorted  by  six  U.S.  warships  as  they  sailed  from  Baltimore,  via  New 
York,  through  the  Cape  Cod  Canal,  to  Plymouth.  As  is  customary,  the 
arrival  of  the  President  was  announced  to  the  townspeople  by  means  of 
a  ceremonial  21-gun  salute.  Much  pageantry  was  to  follow  this  very 


historic  event.  I'he  movie  news  men  and  print  photogi  aphers  were  very 
busy.  A  grand  parade  fol lowed  the  President's  arrival,  with  a  great 
multitude  ui  iioats,  armed  servicemen  recently  home  from  the  Great  War 
and  much  cavalry.  Representatives  from  the  nations  of  Great  Britain, 
Prance  and  Holland  addressed  the  gathering.  They  were  preceded  by  the 
remarks  of  President  Harding  and  NOW  Vice  President  Calvin  Coolidge, 
who  had  been  Governor  of  Massachusetts  during  the  1920  portion  of  the 
festivities.  President  Harding  enjoyed  himself  immensely.  An  official 
dinner  was  held  in  his  honor  that  evening  with  the  multitude  of  bands 
playing  various  renditions  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  and  there  was 
a  searchlight  parade  on  the  ocean  and  in  the  sky.  President  Harding 
left  late  that  evening,  to  spend  some  time  in  neighboring  New  Hampshire. 

The  festivities  were  unlike  anything  ever  seen  in  the  history  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  to  that  time,  even  eclipsing  the 
celebrations  held  a  couple  of  years  earlier  honoring  the  end  of  "The 
War  to  End  All  Wars". 


Some  additional  interesting  facts  that  the  newspapers  of  the  day 
mentioned  were  those  relating  to  the  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  Commemor at i ve 
Half  Dollar.  The  Friday,  August  13,  1920  issue  of'  the  "Old  Colony 

Memorial"  stated: 


"The  plaster  cast  of  the  Tercentenary  half  dollar,  of  which 
300,000  are  to  be  coined,  has  been  completed  and  is  now  under 
consideration  by  the  of ficials  of  the  Treasury  Department  and 
the  U.S.  Mint.  The  coin  as  designed  will  show  a  bust  length 
figure  of  Governor  William  Bradford  with  his  famous  HISTORY 
OF  THE  PLYMOUTH  PLANTATION  under  one  arm,  while  on  his  head 
is  his  Pilgrim  top  hat.  The  face  is  in  profile.  On  the  reverse 
is  a  three-quarter  view  of  the  Mayflower.  The  coins  will  bear 
the  usual  government  inscriptions." 


It  is  very  interesting  to  note  that  the  book  under  Governor  William 
Bradford's  arm,  in  the  above  article  is  his  "History  of  the  Plymouth 
Plantation"  while  in  our  commemorative  references,  Arlie  Slabaugh  in  his 
"United  States  Commemorative  Coinage"  book  identifies  the  book  as  the 
Bible,  being  carried  under  Bradford's  left  arm.  Anthony  Swiatek  and 
Walter  Breen  in  their  work,  "The  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver 
and  Gold  Commemorative  Coins"  also  describe  it  as  "The  book  he  (Bradford) 
holds  is  intended  for  the  Bible".  Unless  someone  can  unearth  designer 
Cyrus  E.  Dallin's  actual  notes,  we  may  never  actually  know  what  book 
the  good  Governor  is  carrying,  although  both  choices  are  very  plausible. 


Another  very  interesting 
issue  of  that  same  newspaper 
stated : 


article  appeared 
The  "Old  Colony 


in  the  Octobei  1,  1920 

Memorial"  of  that  day 
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"The  ha 1 f  •  do 1 1 a r s  coined  by  the  government  to  commemorate  the 
300th  anniversary  of  the  landing  ol  the  Pilgrims  will  probably 
be  ready  for  distribution  next  week.  They  will  be  sold  for 
$1.00  each,  the  extra  fifty  cents  being  turned  over  to  the 
Tercentenary  Commission,  for  use  in  the  coming  celebration. 

As  there  are  only  300,000  of  these  coins  to  be  made,  or  one 
for  every  400  citizens  of  this  country,  they  will  not  be  of 
easy  acquisition.  On  a  basis  of  population,  Plymouth  would 
ordinarily  have  but  35  co ins,  although  efforts  are  being  made 
to  secure  an  extra  allotment  for  the  banks  in  this  section. 
Those  who  wish  to  secure  one  of  these  souvenir  coins  should 
make  early  application  to  any  of  the  local  banks,  as  the 
distribution  will  be  on  a  basis  of  “first  come,  first  served”." 


Additional  news  articles  of  the  day  spoke  of  other  local  celebrations 
outside  of  Plymouth,  such  as  in  Provincetown  and  surrounding  communities, 
though  none  of  these  celebrations  could  eel ipse  those  occuring  in  the 
town  of  Plymouth.  This  event,  the  Tercentennial  of  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrims  at  Plymouth  Rock  was,  indeed,  worthy  of  commemoration  on  a 
coin,  unlike  some  of  it's  later  counterparts,  whose  events  are  of  dubious 
no tor ie ty  . 
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I  know ,  just 
when  you  thought 
it  was  safe  to 
buy  a  deal  of  a 
lifetime  through 
the  mail,  here  I 
come  along  again 
to  warn  you  about 
the  "sharks"  out 
there.  Well,  the 
"U.S.  Commemorative 
Society"  is  at  it 
again.  This  time 
they  are  selling 
Kennedy  halves  and 
IKE  dollars.  It's 
a  good  thing  that 
they  don't  ever  sell 
commemorative  coins 
now  isn't  it?  To  me, 
this  ad  sounds  too 
good  to  be  true. 
Okay,  so  I  did  order 
of  each . 
be  honest, 
of  each, 
threw  in  a 
genuine  imitation 
cubic  zirconia  ring 
in  the  shape  of  the 
state  of  Idaho.  I 
mean,  that  was  a 
tremendous  offer. 

Why  nobody  on  the 
bourse  floor  at  ANY 
major  show  ever  made 
me  an  offer  like 
that  before! 

CAVEAT  EMPTOR! 


just  one 
Wei 1 ,  to 
it  was  3 
but  they 


(Disclaimer:  The 
above-mentioned 
"U.S.  Commemorative 
Society"  is  in  NO  WAY 
connected  with  our 
"Society  for  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins"). 


1964 

.900  Silver 

1972 

1965 

.400  Silver 

1973 

1966 

.400  Silver 

1974 

1967 

.400  Silver 

1976 

1968 

.400  Silver 

1977 

1969 

.400  Silver 

1978 

1970 

.400  Silver 

1979 

1971 

Copper-nickel 

1980-1984 

Copper-nickel 

Copper-nickel 
Copper-nickel 
.400  Silver 
Copper-nickel 
Copper-nickel 
Copper-nickel 
Copper-nickel 


$99" 

■Add  $695  shipping  and 
handling  plus  applicable 
sales  tax 


Bicentennial 
mintages  show 
Independence  Hall 
on  reverse  Others 
show  Presidential 
Coat  of  Arms. 


Both  historic  coin  sets  are  splendidly  gift- 
cased.  Give  them  for  holidays,  birthdays, 
graduations-— or  keep  them  as  treasured 
heirlooms. 


Enjoy  Twenty  of  the  Most  Beloved 
Coins  in  US.  History 

When  President  John  F.  Kennedy  died, 
engravers  Gilroy  Roberts  and  Frank 
Gasparro  labored  around  the  dock  for 
six  weeks  to  create  the  historic  JFK 
half  dollar.  It  was  a  labor  of  love. 


People  waited  in  long  lines  to 
acquire  the  first  JFK  issue  in 
1964.  Now  you,  too,  can  own  it 
—plus  the  remaining  seven  silver 
mintage  years— plus  the  rare, 
low-mintage  1970,  perhaps  the  most 
valuable  JFK.  You  get  20  uncirculated 
JFK  coins  in  all. 


THE  JOHN  FITZGERALD  KENNEDY 
HALF  DOLLAR  COLLECTION 
YEAR  TYPE  YEAR  TYPE 


Composition:  1964:  12.5  grams,  306  mm,  .900  silver,  .100  copper— .36169  troy  oz..  pure  silver.  1966-1970:  11.50  grams  outer  layer 
800  silver.  .200  copper  bonded  to  an  inner  core  of  ,2K)  silver,  .790  copper-.  14792  troy  nz.  pure  silver  1971-1984:  (exc  1976  silver)- 
1!  .34  grams,  30.6  mm,  outer  layers  of  copper  nickel  ( .750  copper.  .250  nickel)  bonded  to  an  inner  core  of  pure  copper.  MS-60  Uncircu¬ 
lated  Quality  Coins.  1976  silver:  Same  as  1965-1970. 


Collectors  value  these  coins  because  they’re 
the  last  of  the  big  silver  dollars-and  the 
last  to  include  silver  in  their  content. 
They  were  only  minted  for  five  years 
ami  include  the  prized  low-mintage 
1973  dollar.  You  also  get 
the  famous  Bicentennial 
Eisenhower,  the  first  silver 
dollar  minted  with  two  different 
designs  and  the  last  true  silver  dollar. 
All  five  coins  are  guaranteed  to  be  in 
brilliant,  uncirculated  condition. 


1971-74  coins  are  minted  with  an  adaptation 
of  Apollo  IPs  "Eagle"  insignia  tn 
commemorate  man’s  first  lunar 


Choose  Five 
Prized  Silver  “  Ikes’ L 
the  Last  U.S.  Silver 
Dollar  Ever  Minted. 


PLEASE  NOTE:  Eisenhower 
corns  were  HOT  minted  with  a 
date  of  1975.  In  1775  the 
Bicentennial  silver  coin  was  the 
last  Eisenhower  dollar  to  contain 
silver.  However,  copper-nickel 
Eisenhowers  were  minted  through 
1978.  ''Mini-State-'  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  coins  of  MS-60  or 
better. 


Only 

$99"' 

'Add  $6.95  shipping  and 
handling  plus  applicable 
sales  tax 


THE  DWIGHT  U  ELSENHOWER  SILVER 
DOLLAR  COLLECTION 
YEAR  TYPE  MINT 


1971 

40%  Silver 

San  Francisco 

1972 

40%  Silver 

San  Francisco 

1973 

40%  Silver 

San  Francisco 

1974 

40%  Silver 

San  Francisco 

1976 

40%  Silver 

San  Francisco 

(Coin  bears  double  date— 1776-19761 


Dimensions  and  Composition  Diameter:  38.1  mm;  reeded 
edge.  Wt:  24,59  grams:  composition:  outer  layers  of  .800  sil¬ 
ver,  .200  copper  bonded  to  an  inner  core  ot  2K)  silver,  790 
copper.  Net  Wt. :  .31625  oz.  pure  silver 


Impressive  Certificate 
(included)  Is  printed  on 
parchment-like  paper  and 
is  suitable  for  framing. 
Attests  that  your  JFK  and 
Eisenhower  coins  are  a 
limited  edition  and  are 
recognized  by  the  US. 
Commemorative  Society. 
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As  befits  a  true  limited  edition,  each  histone 
coin  collection  will  be  numbered  and 
registered  with  the  U.S.  Commemorative 
Society.  A  solid  brass  plaque  bearing  the 

r»nmlv»f  will  Ko  o f¥s In  tKo  ret 
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ABSOLUTELY 


FREE! 


♦  t  f  t  t  f 


Yes,  friends,  that's  true.  Here  is 
up  and  is  POSITIVELY,  ABSOLUTELY,  UNDEN 
president  of  MTB  Banking  Corporation,  G 
offer  to  ail  Society  members.  MTB  Corpo 
entitled  "United  States  Silver  Commemor 
are  offering  it  to  Society  members  FREE 
62  pages  detailing  all  50  basic  types  o 
and  reverse  of  each  coin,  a  brief  histo 
schedule  and  a  purchase  record  checklis 
novice  or  advanced  collectors.  To  obtai 
Mr.  Gerald  L.  Bauman,  VP 
MTB  Banking  Corporation 
90  Broad  Street 
New  York,  NY  10004-2290 


an  offer  th 
I ABLY  FREE! 
erald  L.  Ba 
ration  has 
ative  Coins 
OF  CHARGE, 
f  commems, 
ry  of  each, 
t .  This  is 
n  your  copy 


at  is  too  good  to  pass 
Society  member  and  vice 
uman,  has  made  a  great 
published  a  booklet 
1892  to  1954"  and  they 
This  book  contains 
pictures  of  the  obverse 
a  mintage  figures 
a  great  little  book  for 
,  please  write  to: 


(EDlThanks  very  much  for  your  kind  offer,  Gerry.  Once  again,  the  benefits 
of  membership  in  our  society  certainly  outweigh  the  meager  cost.  And  its 
great  to  see  a  fellow  member  helping  to  educate  the  membership.  You  are 
a  definite  asset  to  our  Society,  Gerry.  Oh,  by  the  way,  1  really 
enjoyed  the  article  on  you  in  the  January,  1989  issue  of  CCINage  magazine. 
The  article  chronicled  Gerry's  ability  as  an  artist.  Unlike  Gerry  the  only 
thing  that  I  have  a  talent  for  drawing  is  checks.) 
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*  *  SOCIETY  AUCTION  BOARD  * 


Okay!  Everybody  have  their  bidder's  numbers?  Got  your  checkbooks 
ready?  We  have  some  great  items  up  for  bid  right  here!  Here  they  are. 

And  remember,  all  money  goes  to  help  our  beloved  Society  pay  the  bills, 
so  BE  GENEROUS. 

1.  Our  first  item  is  from  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  of  1893. 

It  is  an  aluminum  medal  of  the  Ferris  Wheel  at  the  Exposition.  This  medal 
is  in  uncirculated  condition  and  shows  an  allegorical  representation  of 
Columbia  (?)  on  the  obverse  and  the  famous  depiction  of  the  Ferris  Wheel 
on  the  reverse.  It  is  listed  in  the  "So-Called  Dollars"  book  by  Hibler 
and  Kappen .  It  is  dollar  #173  and  it  is  housed  in  a  Bowers  and  Ruddy  flip. 
This  medal  was  donated  by  Mitchell  A.  Yee,  R-1061,  CA  and  has  an  estimated 
value  of  at  least  $15.00.  It  is  really  in  beautiful  shape.  You  know, 
with  the  500th  anniversary  of  the  Landing  of  Columbus  only  3  years  away, 
shouldn't  YOU  be  putting  away  a  few  items  that  will  most  likely  be  in 
demand  when  that  occurs?  Start  with  this  one! 


2.  Our  next  item  is  from  the  1904  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  This 
is  the  silver  OFFICIAL  SOUVENIR  medal  from  that  expo.  The  obverse  has 
the  conjoined  busts  of  Napoleon  and  Jefferson  while  the  reverse  depicts 
a  relief  map  of  the  United  States  with  the  territory  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  highlighted.  This  SILVER  medal  is  really  striking  in  design. 

It  is  also  listed  in  the  H-K  "So-Called  Dollar"  book  as  item  number  299. 
This  medal  was  also  generously  donated  by  Mitchell  A.  Yee,  R-1061,  CA . 
Thank  you,  Mitchell  and  PLEASE  BID  GENEROUSLY  on  this  very  fine  item! 


3.  Our  last  item  up  for  bid  is  a  hard-bound  copy  of  a  book  entitled 
"World's  Columbian  Exposition,  a  Portfolio  of  Views  issued  by  The 
Department  of  Photography  by  Official  Photographers,  C.D.  Arnold  and  H.D. 
Higginbothom" .  This  book,  copyrighted  in  1893,  consists  of  approximately 
35  photos  of  the  Exposition,  its  buildings,  ststuary,  paintings,  etc. 

The  approximate  value  is  $50.00  and  it  was  very  generously  donated  by 
David  M.  Snider,  R-24,  NY. 


Please  get  your  bids  in  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE.  Bidding  closes  April  20,  1989 
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the  End  of  the  Trail 


Well,  friends,  that's  it!  We're  here  at  the  end  of  the  Trail. 

It  has  been  very  enjoyable,  this  journey  into  the  wonderful  world  of 
commemorative  coins.  If  you  would  like  to  see  something  published  here, 
call  or  write  to  me  and  I  will  do  my  very  best  to  accomodate  you.  My 
thanks  to  Helen  Carmody,  Steve  Szenay,  Ray  Mercer,  Frank  DuVall  and 
all  of  the  officers  and  letter- wr i ters  who  helped  make  this  issue 
possible.  Next  issue  is  due  the  beginning  of  May  and  I  would  like  to 
publish  60  pages  of  interesting  and  enjoyable  material.  Why  don't  you 
join  member  and  ANACS  authenticator  and  grader,  Mary  Sauvain,  who  has 
graciously  sent  me  a  great  number  of  ANACS  counterfeit  detection 
material.  So,  help  us  out.  Send  in  your  ideas  and  articles  and  we  will 
do  it!  Thank  you  and  see  you  in  a  couple  of  months . 


SO  . 


